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Fifteenth Annual Account of the Missionary labors directed by the 
Trustees of the Missionary Socicty of Connecticut ; performed 
chiefly in the year 1813: with a Statement of Receipts and Expen- 
ditures, and a Last of Bool:s sent into the New Settlements for gra- 
tuitous distribution. 


(Concluded from p. 39.) 


ae) 


Messrs. Samuel J. Mills and John F. Schermerhorn, licensed 


f 


4 preachers, commenced an extraordinary series of travels, as mis- 
HW sionaries, in July, 1812. ‘To gain a correct acquaintance with the 
} moral and religious condition of the people along the western 
+ borders of the American states, from lake Erie to New Orleans, 
| was their object, and that of those who employed them. Snch 
‘| information, it was apprehended, might lead the benevolent to yah hi at 
t send missionaries and Bibles into those remote and very destitute Liietes 
> regions. The Trustees gave them a commission for so much of fin HRY 
) their time as they should spend in missionary employment while Teh th Sag 
} passing through territories in which the Connecticut missionaries Cea She ph 
) labor. They accomplished their object in about twelve months. ipa 
> The information collected by Mr. Mills on this tour has already ' ayhat , 
> been published in the “ Connecticut Evangelical Magazine.” The leet 
4 impression made by his interesting report, on many serious minds Sage er 
4) beyond the mountains, has induced the Synod of Pittsburgh to at- ce, oy 
tempt vigorous measures for the education of promising young ee eae 
men, with a view to their becoming ministers of the gospel and ; Laem 
missionaries. That report informs the Christian public, of the de- pe ha? oh 
piorable darkness in which, as to the cnjoymeat of the Bible and iy! pote 
religions instruction, their fellow citizens, to an extent almost im- “aa x 
mense, are passing on to the judgment seat. In places to which h! Mog kat 
wealth and population give importance, those missionaries excited ets re 
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avery flattering attention to this subject. They led to the for. 
mation of Bible Societies, in regions where the scriptures are very 
little read or known, and where the Sabbath is devoted to pastimes 
the most injurious, rather than te the preparation of the soul to 
meet its Judge. 

The ‘Trustees have now given a faithful account of the manner 
in which they have discharged the solemn duties of their office, 
the season past. They have, likewise, stated the effects, as far as 
these become the object of discernment by the humaneye. The 
great day will disclose the whole. . 

They fecl a persuasion, that much good, pertaining to the social 
and worldly interests of the new setUements, has been accomplish- 
ed by the labors of missionaries. This. however, taken by itself, 
is an inferior consideration. The whole amount of temporal at- 
tainmerts will soon be nothing to all that now dwell on the earth, 
They humbly hope, that objects infinitely higher have been se- 
cured. No rational doubt can exist, that the salvation of one 
soul outweighs the sum total of mere earthly good ; and must be 
worthy of all the missionary exertions and perils the world has 
ever seen. But. instead of onc, they feel justified in the belief, 
that many souls have been brought to salvation, by means of the 
missionaries, of whose labors they here give an account. 

Several special revivals have been alluded to, in which numbers 
appear to have become reconciled to the holy character, law, 
and government of God. The names of those highly favored 
places would have been mentioned, had it been deemed requisite. 
But accounts of them are already, more or less, before the public. 
There is reason. abundant and satisfactory, for the belief, that 
Christ has made the labors of missionaries instrumental in these 
works of grace. ‘Those friends of Christ, also, whose prayers and 
alins have sustained the missionaries, have a rich share in the 
honors and the joys of this instrumentality. 

By his blessing on the same means, many individuals, where 
no general awakenings have taken plice, have been convinced of 
sin and ruin without a Saviour ; and with deep, and honest, and 
successful concern have inquired, “ what they should do to be 
sived.” ‘The missionary, taking them by the hand, has led them 
to Christ and pardon ; to peace and hope ; to “ joy unspeakable 
and full of glory.” 

The perverseness of depravity, combined with the powers of 
darkness, will, while permitted, throw difficullies in the way of all 
preise worthy undertakings. The sweat of the brow is necessary 
for the acquisition of every thing valuable. Such is divine con- 


stitution, equally in the systems of nature and of grace. Mis- 
sionaries must have the same experience with other teachers of 
They have to encounter not only secret, but 
While they preach, a few hear— 
To multitudes, doubtless, the word of life, by 


Those 


God's counsel. 
open and violent, opposition. 
many forbear. 
hem declared, proves “ a savor of death unto death.” 
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that will die, must, whether the gospel be preached to them, or 
not. 

But let no discouragements, drive the people of God from the 
post of duty. ‘Their “ prayers and their alms” will be continu- 
ally needed, in the great work of sending Bibles and missionaries 
through the destitute regions of our own country, and through 
the world, until * the kingdoms of the earth shall become the 
4 kingdoms of the Lord, and of his anointed.” 

2 The commandments of Christ are the great rule of duty.— 
) 3 Me bids his friends “ declare his name and his salvation” to the 
4 utmost possible extent. Obedience would be enough, were there 
') no promises of success in attempts to bring others into his ever- 
lasting kingdom. But he has promised prosperity to faithful ex- 
ertions—to prayers, aud alms, and toils, in beh.lf of perishing 
. souls; and itis seen, as if written with the brightness of a sun 
_ [Ee beam, that he is true to his promises 
| The Trustees rejoice, with all that love Zion, in what Christ, 
* the Captain of salvation,” has done, the year past, and in pre- 
ceding years, by the Connecticut Society—by all Missionary and 
Bible Societies, domestic and foreign, and by every institution of 
holy charity....in preparing the way to “ bring many sons and 
daughters with him to glory.” It is, verily, a pleasant hope which 
they indulge, that the missionary labors, under their special di- 
rection, will continue to be crowned with a blessing from on high ; 
will be means of opening the gates of light to millions, that, oth- 
erwise, will have no guide in their way to the judgment of the 
great day ; will be made instrumental of permanent advantages 
to our country, to future generations, to the world. For they 
know, that “ godliness is profitable for all things, having prowise 
of the life that now is and of that which is to come ; that faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God; that none 
can hear without a preacher ; that they cannot preach, except 
: they be sent ; and that the gospel is the power of God unto sal- 
4 vation, to every one that believeth.” 
JOHN TREADWELL, Chairmait. 


Passed by the Board of Trustees, 
January 12, 1814. 
Attest, 


Asrt Frint, Secretary. 
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A STATEMENT 


QF THE FUNDS OF ‘THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF CON- 
NECTICUT, JANUARY 1, 1814. 


No. 


- 


Contributions for support of Missions, in sundry Ecclesiastical So- 
cieties in the State, in the month of May, 1813, pursuant toa 
Resolve of the General Assembly, passed May, 1811. 


HarTForp Country. 
Haartrorp, First Society, 118 29 


South, 29 22 
West, 40 
Berlin, Kensington, 8 30 
New Britain, 42 56 
Worthington, 17 68 
Bristol, 28 
Burlington, 7 83 
Canton, 34 
Fast Hartford, First, 37 
East Windsor, First, $2 52 
North, $8 
Finfield, 17 70 
Farmington, First, 91 08 
Northington, 12 57 
Glastenbury, First, 28 61 
Granby, Salmon Brook, 11 
Hartland, East, 3 27 
West, 9 59 
Marlborough, 7 28 
Simsbury, 54 65 
Southington, 18 34 
Wethersfield, First, 713 


Newington, 17 03 
Rockyhill, 32 





Windsor, First, 97 21 
Wintonbury, 13 55 
otal, Hartford County, 828 65 





NEw-HAvEN Counry. 
New-Haven, First, 40 
United Society, * 
Branford, First. 
Northford, 10 
North Branford, 6 50 
Cheshire, First, 8 
Derby, Great-Hill, 4 $2 








East Haven, 14 76 
Guilford, First, 22 
East, 14 59 
North, 10 26 
Hamden, Mount Carmel, 16 25 
East Plains, 7 
Meriden, 9 06 
Middlebury, 9 
Milford, First, 33 36 
Second, 19 37 
North Haven, 18 08 
Oxford, 5 
Southbury, First, 16 
South Britain, 14 10 
Wallingford, 7 30 
Waterbury, First, 7 80 
Salem, 6 41 
Wolcott, 9 27 
Woodbridge, Amity, 15 
Bethany, 5 07 
Total, New-Haven County, 503 80 
NrEw-Lonpon Counry. 
New-London, 101 
Norwich, First, 44 05 
Bozrah, 5 
Colchester, First, 12 25 
West Chester, 10 65 
Franklin, 14 87 
Groton, Second, 6 
Lisbon, Newent, 13 52 
Lyme, First, 14 01 
North Quarter 5 28 
Montville, First, 15 
Preston, First, 7 42 
North, 23 50 
Stonington, 12 





Total, New-London County, 284 55 
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‘ 1314.} Usssionary Funds. As 
; FAIRFIELD CounTy. Cornwall, First, 20 16 
| Fairficld, First, 48 69 Second, 7 44 
& Greens Farms, 30 25 | Goshen, 52 08 
3 Greenfield, 16 06 ;} Harwinton, 12 
Danbury, First, 25 20| New Hartford, 42 77 
; Brookfield, __ 10 70 | New Milford, First, 22 25 
3 Greenwich, First, 6 03 Bridgewater, 5 93 
5 West, 56 Norfolk. $3 27 
? Baptist, 2 11} Plymouth, 9 
i Huntington, Ripton, 9 57 | Roxbury, 7 29 
i New Stratford, 10 38 Salisbury, 18 63 
: New Canaan, 87 67 Sharon, First, 33 
‘ Newtown, 5 82; Torrington, First, 25 
? Norwalk, 45 Torringford, 21 50 
Redding, 12 03! Washington, First, 31 76 
Ridgefield, First, 7 New Preston, 17 77 
% Sherman, 8 Watertown. 21 75 
P= Stamford, First, 30 Warren, 15 29 
i North Stamford, 9 Woodbury, 17 31 
2 Middlesex, 16 es 
3 Stanwich, 11 25 | Vota. Litchfi , 
Stratford, First, 12 75 ’ ahead — 
Trumbull, 6 50 : . 
Weston, Norficid, 6881 enetesas Counter. 
North Fairfield, 7 57 | Middletown, First, 68 61 
Wilton, 16 14 Upper houses, 16 98 
omaninets Westfield, 435 
Total, Fairfield County, 442 24 Haddam, . 11 58 
Chatham, First, 8 50 
Winpuam County. Middle Haddam, 3 10 
Windham, Scotland, 7 10 | Durham, ; 11 03 
) Ashford, First, 7 07 East Haddam, First, , 18 64 
Brooklyn, 5 Millington, 15 12 
"} Canterbury, First, 7 Hadlime, 7 35 
. Westininster, 8 47 | Killingworth, First, 7 42 
Columbia, eo _ North, 14 61 
Hampton, 25 52 Saybrook, First, 11 60 
}  Killingley, Second, 5 03 Pochaug, 6 25 
"3 Lebanon, First, 47 81 Chester, 12 16 
. Goshen, 11 63 
Mansfield, First, 19 18 | Total, Middlesex County, 217 30 
. North, 11 50 esto 
* Chaplin 1 50 : sanedies 
: Plainfield, pin, 18 s3\. ToL_LANp County. 
be 6©.: Pomfret, First, 7 25 | Folland, 16 17 
f Abington, 11 77 Bolton, . ae 3 68 
£ ‘Thompson, 9 1g | Coventry, tee 14 
73 = Woodstock, First, 20 77 North, 14 50 
Muddy Brook, 24 57 Ellington Andover, 10 = 
4 . aI “av 
; o West, 7a Hebron, First, 4 04 
©) =Total, Windham County, 278 16 Gilead, 9 10 
e Somers, _ 21 78 
A LITCHFIELD County. Stafford, First, 4 Sl 
Litchfield, First, 66 Second, 2 76 
South Farms, 13 Vernon, 29 11 
Bethlem, 92 31 | Willington, 10 
; Canaan, First, 7 53 Se 
Nortle, 7 46 | Yotal, Tolland County, 167 7¢ 
Colebrook, 23 commons 
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No 2. 


Missionary Funds. 


SUMMARY. 


HARTFORD COUNTY, 
NEW-HAVEN, do. 
NEW-LONDON, do. 
FAIRFIELD, 
WINDHAM, do - - 
LITCHFIELD, do. - - 
MIDDLESEX, do. - - 
TOLLAND, fa - - 


do - - - 





$ 828 
- 503 
- 284 
- 442 
- 278 
- $53 
- 217 
- 167 


$ 3275 


Contributions in the New Settlements, viz. 


‘To Rev. Joshua Beer, 


Rev. Abraham Scott, 
Rev. John Field, 
Rev. George Colton, 
Rev. Elihu Mason, 


Rev. Ebenezer Kingsbury, 


Rev. Israel Brainerd, 
Rev. Samuel Sargeant, 
Rev. Holland Weeks, 
Rev. Nathan B. Derrow, 
Mr. Oliver Hill, 

Rev. Giles H. Cowles, 
Rev. Simeon Woodruff, 
Rev. William F, Miller, 
Rev. Asaph Morgan, 
Rev. Joel T. Benedict, 
Rev. David Harrower, 
Rev John Spencer, 
Rev. Timothy Harris, 
Mr. Samuel J. Mills, 
Rev. Daniel Waldo, 
Rev. Marshfield Steele, 


Sundry Donations, viz. 
Erom Hon. Jesse Root, Coventry, 

Miss Sarah Strong, Burlington, 
Hebron Association for Missions, 


Mrs, M. Bishop, Preble, N. Y. 


Rev. Giles H. Cowles, 
Thomas W. Williams, 
A Friend of Missions, 


Do. Do. Torrington, 


A Female Ro. 
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65 
80 
56 
24 
16 
5@ 
50 
70 


96 


Receipis by the Treasurer from other sources than the Contributions in 
May, 1813. 
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Dwight’s Psalms and Hymns, 200 
Connecticut Evangelical Magazine, 3 

o 

2038 
Interest on Notes and Bonds, 1594 ® 


Missionar Funds. 


Avails of Books, vize 





D+ 


NO. $. 


Disbursements by order of the Trustees. 
To Missionaries, viz. 


To Rev. Joshua Beer, 


Rev. Abraham Scott, 
Rev. George Colton, 
Rev. Elihu Mason, 

Rev. Israel Brainerd, 
Rev. John Willard, 

Rev. Worthington Wright, 
Mr. Joseph Treat, 

Rev. Comfort Williams, 
Rev. Ebenezer Kingsbury, 
Rev. John Seward, 

Rev. Josiah Hopkins, 
Rev. Simeon Parmele, 
Rev. James Boyd, 

Rev. Jonathan Lesslie, 
Rev. John F. Bliss, 

Rev. William F. Miller, 
Rev. Asaph Morgan, 
Rev. Juel T. Benedict, 
Rev. David Harrower, 
Rev. William Hanford, 
Rev. Timothy Harris, 
Mr. Samuel! J. Mills, 
Rev. Holland Weeks, 
Rev. Daniel Waldo, 
Rev. John Bascom, 

Mr. Oliver Hill, 

Rev. John Spencer, 

Rev. Harvev Coe, 

Rev. Marshfield Steele, 
Rev. Giles H. Cowles, 
Rev. Eben. I. Leavenworth, 
Rev. Samuel Sargeant, 
Rev. Nathin B. Derrow, 
Rev. John Field, 

Rev. Simeon Woodruff, 


New Connecticut, §& 2 


do. 15 65 
New York, 88 
do. 28 
do. 69 
Vermont, 56 
Pennsylvania, 344 
do. 40 
New York, 88 
Pennsylvania, 104 
New Connecticut, 60 
Vermont, 40 
do 30 
New Connecticut, 32 26 
do. 48 
New York, 16 
do. 172 
Vermont, 128 
New York, 61 26 
do. 246 BW 
New Connecticut, 50 
Ohio, 37 65 
do. 109 
Vermont, 144 
Pennsylvania, 128 
do. 40 
do, 148 
New York, 416 


New Connecticut, 100 
Vermont & New York, 304 





New Connecticut, 206 68 
New York, 128 
Pennsylvania, 175 

New Connecticut, 153 $2 
do. 329 

do. 128 25 

44°20 12 


Other Exchenses in the course of the year, viz. 


For sundry Books for New Settlements, packing and 
transporting Books, and rent of a room for the Book 


_Committee, 845 93 
sor Salary to the Treasurer, 100 
Do. Auditor and Secretarv, 100 
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48 wUissionary Funds. 


For Printing Narrative, 


Dr. 


To Cash paid by orcer 

of the Committee, as 

per Statement NO. 3. 5041 61 
To Balance carried to 

credit of new account, 29046 13! 


> 
~ 


$3 34087 941 | 


For Stationary, :’ostage and contingent expenses, 


— 3+ 
No. 4. 


Treasurer's Account Current. 


{ 
| 





i 


Y 
' N Le ° . . . . 


49 77 


The Missionary Society of Connecticut, in Account ‘we! Cr 
with dndrew Kingsbury, as their Treasurer. 


By Balance in favor of 
the Society, January 1, . 
iS. . . « . . 28553 44! 
ByContributions in May, : 
1813,as per Statement, 
MOL. «es eo OSS 
sy Donations, Interest, 
&c. as per Statement, 
2253 60 
& 34087 94! 
By Balance of the above 
Acct, all belonging to 
the permanent Fund, 29046 15! 


1. KINGSBURY, Treasurer of the Miss. Soc. of Conn. 


ABEL FLINT, Auditor. 
HARTFORD, Janvary 1, 1314. 


-32o+0o— 


A particular List of the Contributions received in the New Settlements, 
contained in the General Statement, No.2 


To Rev. Joshua Beer, in 
New Connecticut. 
At Middletown, 92 


To Rev. Abraham Scott, 
in Ohio. 

In Belmont County, 5 
Jefferson do. 1 

Sundry places, 


i 
— 
Cr 
Sy) 


we 


G15 5: 


To Rev. John Field, 
in New Connecticut. 
At Rootstown, 6 
Burton, 6 
Of Mr. fLlammond, 1 








To Rev. George Colton, 


i1 New-York, GF 2 
‘To Rev. Elihu Mason, 
in New-York, S 2 


To Rev. Ebenezer Kingsbury, 
in Pennsylvania, 








At Nanticoke, 3 35 
Windsor, 2 

Of Mrs. Jackson, Newport, 0 6° 
Mrs. ‘lurrell, Windsor, 0 50 
Miss Williams, do. 0 25 
Mr. David Payne. do, 0 15 
a Lady, 0 50 

$615 

To Rev. Israel Brainerd, 
in New-York, 

At sundry places, G5 90 


| 
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To Rev, Samuel Sargeant, 
in Pennsylvania, 
At sundry places, 


To Rev. Holland Weeks, 
in Vermont, 
At sundry places. % 5 


To Rev. Nathan B. Derrow, 
in New Connecticut, 

Of Simeon Forbes Green, 1 
Josiah Brown, Morgan, 3 


$4 
To Mr. Oliver Hill, 
in Pennsylvania, 





Missionary Funds. 


To Rev. Joel T. Benedict, 


in New-York, 


$ 6 27| At Plymouth, 


Masonsville, 
Punch Hill, 
Scoharrie, 


At Scoharrie, 


Oxford, 2d. Society, 


Of Mr. Frenton Norwich, 


a stranger, 
a young Lady, 


To Rev. David Harrower, 


in New-York. 


Of Miss Lydia Owen Choconut, 0 50) At Masonsville, 
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0 
James Rose, Silver Lake, 1 Tomkins, 3 
Mr. Foster, Towandee, 0 12} Plymouth, 112 
Mary Adams, Lawsville, 0 25 Otsego, 5 
Fsther Lane, Willingboro’ 0 19/ sundry places, 5 
Sybil Aw = 0 75 
Mrs. M. Tyler, Mount . 
Ararat, 1 8 14 ms 
; $3 81l)-75 Rev, John Spencer, 
lo Rev. Giles H. Cowles, in New- York. 
se Connecticut, ‘ At sundry places, &7 56 
t Somers, laiiditeies 
8 
peal 4 {To “ae Timothy Harris, 
Of Mrs. Bi i, yus 0 50}, MVAK, 
)€ Mrs. Bidwell, Gustav Sore In’Coshoctaw County, $54 05 
) - 
To Rev. 9 Woodruff, To a ay J. Mills, , 
in New- iors, in New Connecticut. 
At Buffaloe, $6 25) vt sundry places, 9 
To Rev. William F. Miller : i“ 
in New-York, : To Rev. Daniel Waldo, 
At Virgil, 499| in Pennsylvania. 
Sparta, 7 67| At Damascus, $ 37 
Attica, 2 20 Of Mr. E. B. Berkshire, 5 
Wayne 4 
Greenc, 1 95 § 15 57 
Walton, 4 81} casintstanenemens 
Middletown, 3 2S, , 2. 
Wi Jacob Swartwood, Spencer, 0 50) r oh a sae “t 
Isaac Swartwood do. 0 50 el ana ver te 
, At Oxtord 1 50 
3 27 ra Essex, 5 97 
To Rev. Asaph Morgan, Huntsburgh, 0 &2 
in Vermont, | Highgate, 1 
At Reading, 10 2%| Sheldon, 212 
Goshen, 6 94} — 
£ a friend in Woodstock, 2 Sil 41 
do Wendall, 0 ST oo 
g 19 59| 
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Missionary Funds. [ Fer. 


Donations of Books to the Society. 


From Peter B. Gleason & Co. 1 Sett Doddridge’s Family Expositor 
in 2 Volumes. 
From Kes. Joctor Trumbull, 6 Bibles. 
do. 40 New Haven Tracts. 


Books sent to the New Settlements, in the course of the Year, 


36° Beecher’s Sermon on the Divine Government. 
300 Summary of Christian Doctrines 
283 Kmerson’s Evangelical Primer. 
216 Numbers Con. Evan. Mag. and Rel. Int. 
181 Porter’s Sermon on Intemperance. 
149 Vols. Con. Evan. Magazine. 
134 Doddridge’s Rise and Progress. 
114 Religious Tracts. 
108 Watts’ Divine Songs. 
100 New Haven Tracts, 
81 Hartford Selection of Hymns. 
57 Missionary Narrativese 
50 Henry on Praver. 
48 Numbers Con Evan. Magazine. 
45 Trumbull on Divine Revelation. 
44 Hymns for Infant Minds. 
39 Vols. Con. van. Mag. and Rel. Int. 
38 Comstock’s Essays. 
36 Dwight’s Psalms and Hymns. 
36 Dialogues on Salvation. 
26 Mede’s Almost Christian. 
23 Jav’s Life of Winter, 
6 Proof Catechisms. 
6 Bibles. 
2 Doddridge’s Family Expositor. 
1 Bellamy’s True Religion. 
1 — Glory of the Gospel, 
1 Life Edwards’ and Sermons. 
1 ‘Two Sermons, 


——_—_—- 


2488 
24398 Sent in preceding years. 


26886 ‘Total number of Books sent to the New Settlements. 


—_—— 
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i814.] 
On the Means of Grace. 


EW subjects in Theology 

are more important than 
ihe Doctrine of Means. All 
Christians, excepting some few 
who in subserviency to favorite 
iheories are led to other opin- 
ions, are agreed in the senti- 
ment, that the Means of Grace 
ought to be used; that they 
should be used both by believ- 
ers and unbelievers, and that to 
a diligent use of them there is 
much encouragemeut. Yet each 
of these positions have been 
supposed to be attended with 
difficulty, and it has been often 
thought that the sovereignty of 
God in the regeneration of sin- 
ners, and the absolute depend- 
ence of men on his power and 
grace, are not reconcileable with 
the doctrine of means. 

In examining this subject, we 
shall, first, show what are the 
common means of grace; then 
endeavor to illustrate their na- 
ture and design ; and then take 
notice of the encouragement to 
a faithful use of all the means 
of divine appointment. 

The means of grace, are those 
duties and services which we 
are required to perform ; the ob- 
servance of which is connected 
with holiness of heart, and eter- 
nal life. ‘The nature of this con- 
nection is, hereafter to be shown: 
yet that there is such a connec- 
tion, cannot reasonably, be de- 
nied. In determining what are 
the means of grace, we can have 
no authorily but the testimony 
of God. Grace in the heart be- 
ing his own gift, no means can 
he connected with the attain- 
ment of this blessing, but such 
4S procecd from the divine ap- 
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pointment. ‘To the scriptures, 
then, are we to look for this in- 
struction, and we shall not look 
in vain. 

One of the most essential 
means of grace is prayer. ‘This 
is a duty of divine appointment, 
und is incumbent on all the 
children of men. The nume- 
rous authorities, of precept and 
example, furnished by the word 
of God to enforce the duty of 
prayer, will readily occur to 
every attentive readcr of the 
scriptures. . Christ taught his 
people the manner in which 
they should pray, and he enfor- 
ced the direction by his constant 
example. ‘The Vaiwus Aiuds 
of prayer, secret, social, and 
public, with the proper objects 
of attention in eur supplications, 
are Clearly taught. ‘The serip- 
tures also point out the nature 
of prayer ; showing what views 
of the divine character ought 
to be entertained, and what af- 
fections should be exercised in 
our solemn addresses to God. 

Auother means of grace, and, 
perhaps, the next in importance 
to prayer, Is a preached gospel. 
The preaching of the gospel is 
the public exhibition and eluci- 
dation of revealed truth, which 
has been practised in all peri- 
ods of the church. Noah is 
called, a preacher of rightcous- 
ness, and we are informed that, 
the gospel was preached unto 
Abraham. Public instruction, 
consisting in illustrating and en- 
forcing the truth of God, con- 
stituted the principal business 
of the prophets. The term 
prophet, is generally used in the 
the New Testament to signify, 
merely, an instructor in divine 


'truth.—The preaching of the 
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Donations of Books to the Society. 


From Peter B. Gleason & Co. 1 Sett Doddridge’s Family Expositor 
in 2 Volumes. ! 
From Kes. \Joctor Trumbull, 6 Bibles. 
do. 40 New Haven Tracts. 


Books sent to the New Settlements, in the course of the Year, 


36° Beecher’s Sermon on the Divine Government. 
300 Summary of Christian Doctrines 
283 Kmerson’s Evangelical Primer. 
216 Numbers Con. Evan. Mag. and Rel. Int. 
181 Porter’s Sermon on Intemperance. 
149 Vols. Con. Evan. Magazine. 
134 Doddridge’s Rise and Progress. 
114 Religious Tracts. 
108 Watts’ Divine Songs. 
100 New Haven Tracts, 
81 Hartford Selection of Hymns. 
57 Missionary Narratives. 
50 Henry on Prayer. 
43 Numbers Con Evan. Magazine. 
45 Trumbull on Divine Revelation. 
44 Hymns for Infant Minds. 
39 Vols. Con. L.van. Mag. and Rel. Int. 
38 Comstock’s Essays. 
36 Dwight’s Psalms and Hymns. 
36 Dialogues on Salvation. 
26 Mede’s Almost Christian. 
23 Jav’s Life of Winter, 
6 Proof Catechisms. 
6 Bibles. 
2 Doddridge’s Family Expositor. 
1 Bellamy’s True Religion. 
1 —. Glory of the Gospel. 
1 Life Edwards’ and Sermons. 
1 ————_ ‘]'wo Sermons, 


—— 


2488 
24398 Sent in preceding years. 


——_ s 


26886 ‘Total number of Books sent to the New Settlements. 
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EW subjects in Theology 

are more important than 
ihe Doctrine of Means. All 
Christians, excepting some few 
who in subserviency to favorite 
iheories are led to other opin- 
jons, are agreed in the senti- 
ment, that the Means of Grace 
ought to be used; that they 
should be used both by believ- 
ers and unbelievers, and that to 
a diligent use of them there is 
much encouragemeut. Yet each 
of these positions have been 
supposed to be attended with 
difficulty, and it has been often 
thought that the sovereignty of 
God in the regeneration of sin- 
ners, and the absolute depend- 
ence of men on his power and 
grace, are not reconcileable with 
the doctrine of means. 

In examining this subject, we 
shall, first, show what are the 
common means of grace; then 
endeavor to illustrate their na- 
ture and design ; and then take 
notice of the encouragement to 
a faithful use of all the means 
of divine appointment. 

The means of grace, are those 
duties and services which we 
are required to perform ; the ob- 
servance of which is counected 
with holiness of heart, and eter- 
nal life. ‘The nature of this con- 
nection is, hereafter to be shown: 
yet that there is such a connec- 
tion, cannot reasonably, be de- 
nied. In determining what are 
the means of grace, we can have 
no authorily but the testimony 
of God. Grace in the heart be- 
ing his own gift, no means can 
he connected with the attain- 
ment of this blessing, but such 
a proceed from the divine ap- 
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pointment. ‘To the scriptures, 
then, are we to look for this in- 
struction, and we shall not look 
in vain. 

One of the most essential 
means of grace is prayer. ‘This 
is a duty of divine appointment, 
and is incumbent on all the 
children of men. The nume- 
rous authorities, of precept and 
example, furnished by the word 
of God to enforce the duty of 
prayer, will readily occur to 
every attentive readcr of the 
scriptures. Christ taught his 
people the wnanner in which 
they should pray, and he enfor- 
ced the direction by his constant 
example. ‘The Varwus hinds 
of prayer, secret, social, and 
public, with the proper objects 
of attention in eur supplicalions, 
are Clearly taught. ‘The serip- 
tures also point out the nature 
of prayer; showing what views 
of the divine character ought 
to be entertained, and what af- 
fections should be exercised in 
our solemn addresses to God. 

Another means of grace, and, 
peraaps, the next in importance 
to prayer, is a preached gospel. 
The preaching of the gospel is 
the public exhibition and eluci- 
dation of revealed truth, which 
has been practised in all peri- 
ods of the church. Noah is 
called, a preacher of rightcous- 
ness, alld we are informed that, 
the gospel was preached unlo 
| Abraham. Public instruction, 
consisting in illustrating and en- 
forcing the truth of God, con- 
stituted the principal business 
of the prophets. The term 


prophet, is generally used in the 
the New Testament lo signify, 
merely, an instructor in divine 
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gospel has ever been the most 
powerful means, in the hand of 
God, of enlightening the igno- 
rant, of convincing the unbe- 
lieving, of awakening the stu- 
pid, and of bringing sinners to a 
cordial acceptance of Christ. In 
this way, the truths of God are 
to be unfolded, their reality and 
consistency are to be exhibited, 
and the sanctions with which 
they are enforced, are to be 
made known. The preaching 
of the cross, has, indeed, always 
been accounted by many as 
foolishness, but they are those 
who perish ; while to them that 
are saved, it is the power of God. 
And we are assured by the in- 
spired apostle, that “ it pleased 
God by the foolishness of preach- 
ing to save them that believe.” 
Aud upon this subject he argues 
on another occasion: ‘* How 
shall they believe in him of 
whom they have not heard ; 
and how shall they hear with- 
out a preacher ?” 

Reading the scriptures, with 
attention and solemnity, is avery 
important means of grace. The 
scriptures clearly bring into view 
the characters of God and men; 
the relation existing between 
ihem; the requirements of the 
divine law and the gospel, and 
the future prospects of all the 
children of men. In these truths 
every thing is contained, which 
is calculated to enlightenthe un- 
derstanding. to move the heart, 
and to engage all the powers of 
the soul in the contemplation 
of divine things. That the 
scriptures are given to us in such 
intelligible language; that Di- 
vine Providence has so disposed 
events that they can always be 
procured where the gospel is 
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known, sufficiently evinces the 
design of the Most High, that 
his word should ever be used as 
an important means of grace. 
All periods of the church are 
replete with testimonies of the 
efficacy of divine truth, when 
carefully studied, for bringing 
immortal souls to God. The 
apostle Paul observes to Timo- 
thy, “ From a child thou hast 
known the holy scriptures, which 
are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation.” Thus are the scrip- 
tures declared to be able to ac- 
complish the end for which all 
means are designed. Our Lord 
directs, “search the scriptures ; 
for in them ye think ye have 
eternal life : and they are they 
which testify of me.” 

All means of divine instruc- 
tion, whereby we have oppor- 
tunity to learn the nature or 
excellency of divine truth, ei- 
ther by testimony or practice ; 
whereby the mind is led to 
more just yiews of divine truth, 
and a more favorable apprehen- 
sion of the duties which God en- 
joins, may be considered means 
of grace. Frequenting religious 
conlpany, associating with those 
from whom new ideas of moral 
truth can often be received, and 
whose lives exhibit the practi- 
cability and excellency of the 
divine precepts, naturally leads 
the mind toa frequent contem- 
plation of divine things, and 
convinces the conscience of 
their reality. Whatever objects 
are naturally calculated to pro- 
duce these impressions upon tic 
inind, are means of grace ; be- 
cause such exercises of mind al- 
ways accompany grace in the 
heart. The wise man assures us, 





* it is better to go to the house: 
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of mourning than to go to the 
house of feasting ; for that is 
the end of all men; and the 
living will lay it to heart.”— 
That is, the house of mourning, 
as it is naturally suited to turn 
the mind to a consideration of 
eternal scenes, to impress a con- 
viction of their reality and im- 
portance, is a preper means of 





race. 


The observance of all moral | 
duties, may be considered a_ 
means of grace. Moral duties | 
derive their authority from God | 


and the divine law. If they 
are observed, under this impres- 
sion, the being and precepts of 
the Most High, will be con- 
slautly in view. No medita- 
tion or study can give such 
just views of the divine law as 
practical obedience. This law, 
Christ Jesus came to fulfil, 
and, on it, his gospel is founded. 





‘Thus a faithful obedience of the 
divine precepts naturally leads 
toa just acquaintance with the 
great truths of God. 

Having shown what are the 
more common and important 
means of grace; we vow pro- 
ceed to consider their nature 
and design. We have seen that 
the means of grace are of divine 
appointment. If they are ap- 
pointed by infinite wisdom. they 
must have been appointed for 
an important purpose ; which 
must be used by men, and tobe 
used for the attainment of a 
valuable object. The reason of 
the use of means is now to be 
shown. 

The difficulties which have 
supposed to exist on this subject, 
have arisen, principally, from 
the want of a plain and impor- 
tant distinction. The differ- 


ence between means and cause. 
A cause is necessarily connected 
with its effect. Every effect 
depends on ils cause, and de- 
pends for its existence on noth- 
ing else. If the cause exist, the 
effect must be produced. If the 
effect appear, we know the ex- 
istence of the cause. The ex- 
ertion of creative power pro- 
duced the universe. Fire pro- 
duces heat. Power, applied to 
a body at rest, produces motion. 
Heat dissolves ice. The death 
of Christ caused great astonish- 
ment in heaven. The loss of a 
friend whom we love, causes 
pain. These are causes and ef- 
fects, between which there is an 
absolute connection. One can- 
not exist without the other. 
Aud the effect depends on noth- 
ing but the cause assigned.— T he 
connection between means and 
their end,is of a different nature. 
Means commonly are necessary 
to the attainment of the end in 
view; that is, tosuch a degree as 
that the end would not exist 
without them. But at the same 
time, they are not the efficient 
productive cause, and some oth- 
er cause must exist to produce 
the effect. Means may exist, 
and the end in view be never 
obtained. Food and drink, are 
the means for the support of an- 
imal life. The tillage of the 
earth is the means of producing 
its fruit. Exercise and temper- 
ance are the meauvs of health. 
The atonement of Christ is the 
means of the salvation of men. 
The particular operations of Mo- 
ses in Egypt, previous to the ex- 
istence of the several plagues, 
were the means of those terri- 
ble judgments. The great 
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morrah was the means of their 
destruction. In these cases it 
will readily be seen, that al- 
though it is necessary to use the 
means in order to the attain- 
ment of the end in _ view, 
some other efficiency is needful 
to the production of the object. 
‘The earth will not produce its 
crops without tillage aud sowing; 
but all this can never cause the 
seed to grow. Sinners could 
never be saved without the a- 
ionement of Christ; but that 
being made, the heart must be 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit, 
and the believer be asssisted to 
the performance of the duties of 
faith and obedience, or he will 
never be brought to heaven. 
God told Moses to stretch his 
rod over the waters of Egypt 
that they might become blood. 
No one sopposes that this action 
of Moses, of itself produced the 
blood. ‘Phat was done by the 
power of the God of Israel. 
Still Moses must have stretch- 
ed out his rod agreeably to the 
divine command ; and without 
that, we have no reason to con- 
clude that the effect would have 
been produced. 

‘The connection bet ween means 
and their end, is a conuection of 
divine constitution. It does 
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not arise necessarily, from the 
nature of things, like the con- 
nection of cause and effect, but 


dependcs entirely on the appoint. | 


ment of God. It belongs to 
Him who is the creator and up- 
holder of all thin:gs, to perform 
ihe designs of his wisdom in 
such a manner as he pleases. 
All events with which we are 
acquainted, in the natural and 
nioral world are effected thro’ 
ine instrumentality of means. | 
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Though causes and effects, 
means and ends, all depend on 
God, he sees fit toemploy means 
for the accomplishment of all 
his purposes. If we doubt of 
the need or the fitness of ap- 
pointed means we arraign the 
wisdom of Heaven. Iu doing 
this we go beyoud our limits, 
and presume to judge of the 
couuscls of Jehovah, which 
are never submitted to our view. 
We know of no reason why God 
appointed that man should be 
supported by the fruits of the 
earth, and that those should be 
procured by his labor, but on- 
ly his own good pleasure. If 
the divine being be perfect, this 
is reason suflicient. ‘This rea- 
son was sufficient for Christ in 
the most tryiog scenes which his 
inind ever contemplated. Thus 
he says, “ I thank thee, O Fath- 
er, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because thou hast hid these 
things from the wise and pru- 
dent, and hast revealed them 
unto babes. Even so, Father ; 
Sor soit seemed good in thy sight.” 
In view of his extremest suf- 
ferings, he says, “ O my Father, 
if this cup may not pass away 
from me, except I drink it, thy 
will be done.” Whatever his 
Father’s will might be, he al- 
ways confided that it was con- 
formabie to the most perfect 
righteousness and wisdom. We 
know, indeed, that the divine 
power is without limit, and that 
it is not necessary for the Most 
High to resort to any secondary 
causes for the performance of all 
his will, Dut he sees fit thus to 
do: and the reason of this he 
has never made known to crea- 
tures. So far as God has con- 
stituted means for the attain- 
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ment of any object, we are ev- 
er to consider the connection 
between the means and end as 
absolute, and not to expect the 
end to be obtained without the 
application of the constituted 
means. It is useless to say, God 
could perform the work by his 
immediate efficiency, without 
the intervention of means.— 
This is conceded. But such is 
the manner in which his own 
perfect wisdom has appointed 
that such things shall be effect- 
ed. And when he sees fit to 
make known to us the means 
which :e has appointed for the 
accomplishment of any purpose, 
we are to view that as the way, 
and the only way in which the 
event will be brought about. 
When the Most High revealed 
to Joshua his purposes of deliv- 
ering Jericho into his hands, he 
directed the means by which Is- 
rael should obtain possession. 
They were to march in solemn 
procession around the city for 
seven days, blowing with trum- 
pets. Here the means were 
faithfully performed, and Israel 
possessed the city. And no one 
declares those means unnecessa- 
ry, any more than batteries and 
mines by which walled towns 
are generally taken. ‘The con- 
nection which exists between 
means and the endis always such 
a connection as God appoints. 
The difference in different cases 
consists in the manner in which 
we arrive at the knowledge of 
the divine appointments. In 
the case just noticed, the means 
were known by immediate com- 
munication from God. In most 
instances, we learn the means 
necessary to the accomplish- 
ment of any object, by our ex- 














perience of the ordinary ope- 
rations of nature, and by ob- 
serving the common events of 
divine previdence. The foun- 
der knows the means by which 
he can separate the metals from 
their native ore; that is, by 
observing the common opera- 
tions of various methods which 
are tried for this purpose, he 
discovers those means which are 
effectual. The founder, and all 
his powers, and all the instru- 
ments which he uses, are of 
God. Dut having discovered 
the process by which he can ex- 
tract the precious metels from 
their unvalued ore, he con- 
cludes with safety, that these 
are the means by which the ho- 
ly Creator intended that this ef- 
fect should be produced. There 
is no difference in this case, and 
that in which Moses stretched 
his rod over the waters of E- 
gy ptand changed them to blood, 
except that in one case the 
means are made known by an 
express communication from 
God ; in the other, by an atten- 
tive observance of the opera- 
tions of his works. ‘True, we 
call one a miracle; that is, 
the means accomplished the 
end in that particular case only : 
while in the other instance, the 
relation of the means to the end 
is supposed to be uniform and 
perpetual. But in the particu- 
lar event which we nolice, the 
constituted connection was as 
real and as necessary, as in any 
other which can be named. 
Having thus seen the nature 
of means, we proceed to show 
the reason why they are to be 
used. This is, the command of 
God. That God has a right to 
command the services of men; 
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that they are bound to be obe- 
dient to his commands, are po- 
sitions, which will not be ques- 
tioned. It is no less evident 
that the observance of those ser- 
vices which we have shown to 
constitute the means of grace, is 
commanded of God. ‘The duty 
of prayer, of public worship, of 
studying the scriptures, of con- 
forming to the precepts of the 
moral law, are enjoined by the 
Most High, as acts of duty and 
obedience. In that view, and 
for that reason, they are to be 
obeyed. It is wholly unneces- 
sary for us to know the reason, 
in the divine mind, for the pre- 
cepts which are given us, to 
determine our duty of obedi- 
ence. ‘Though there be an 
appointed connection between 
means and the end, infinite wis- 
dom and infinite goodness have 
so constituted the system of 
salvation, that the instituted 
means of grace, are religious 
duties which the children of 
men ought to perform, inde- 
pendently of any bearing which 
these services may have upon 
the salvation of their souls.— 
These duties, then, are to be 
performed, under a double obli- 
gation, as tending to the service 
of God, and as connected with 
our immortal blessedness. But 
without the former obligation, 
if these duties were enjoined, as 
means of our own salvation 
only, the divine appointment 
would be absolute, and every 
instance of neglect would be in- 
inexcusable. Whatever be the 
reason of the divine precept, 
whether God require any ser- 
vice as tending to our own ben- 
efit, or to any other object, the 
nature of the precept remains 
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unaltered, the obligation to obe- 
dience is plain and perfect — 
The prophet Ezekiel was order- 
ed to prophecy to the dry bones 
of the valley. He had no rea- 
son for doing this; he could disco- 
ver no motive-for speaking to the 
bones which were very dry, but 
the divine command. Thus 
he says: “So I prophesied as 
I was commanded.” The di- 
vine precept taught him what 
to do, and he could not hesitate 
about a compliance....When the 
prospects of Israel appeared des- 
perate, God appeared to the 
humble shepherd of Mician, and 
directed him to go to the court 
of Egypt and demand their re- 
lease, and to lead them to the 
heritage of their fathers. No 
attempt could appear more 
hopeless; no means ever appear- 
ed more inadequate to the pro- 
posed design ; but the command 
was from the God of Abraham, 
and it must be obeyed.—The 
indications of divine Providence 
clearly convinced the Queen of 
Persia that it was the will of 
God that she should put her 
life to the hazard, and present 
her petition to the king, that 
her devoted people might be 
saved from destruction. The 
means appeared very impotent 
and very dangerous; but they 
were evidently such as God ap- 
pointed, and they were success- 
ful. 

It makes no difference in the 
nature of means, nor does it 
diminish the obligation to their 
observance, that the connection 
appears to us natural, or, arti- 
ficial and arbitrary. In many 
instances, we imagine that we 
can see a very natural connec- 
tion between means and their 
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end; and we pronounce them 
reasonable and important. In 
other cases, we fancy that ap- 
pointed means are entirely ar- 
bitrary, and not worthy of re- 
gard. ‘This is assuming a right 
of julgmeut, for which we are 
altogether unqualified. Man is 
in no wise sufficiently acquaint- 
ed with the nature of the divine 
government ; with the events of 
God’s providence respecting 
men; or even with the tenden- 
cy and operation of things with 
which we are most conversant, 
to pronounce, what is natural, 
or what is artificial, in the ap- 
pointments of Jehovah. ‘The 
laws of nature are nothing but 
the appointments of the Crea- 
tor. That attraction which re- 
tains the celestial bodies in their 
respective orbits, and that pow- 
er which continues them in their 
steady progress around their 
common center, are merely the 
constitutions of God. ‘These 
operations, and the means by 
which they are continued, were 
constituted by him at the crea- 
tion. When we say means are 
natural, we can intend no more 
than that they are such as have 
long been known to men.— 
When we believe them to be ar- 
tificial or arbitrary, we mean 
that they are such as are very 
little known to us, or, at most, 
that they are such that we do 
not easily perceive the conuvec- 
tion between them and the end 
with which they are connected. 
Now, it is most easy to perceive 
that our conceptions in this case 
camot alter the nature or the 
authority of the means of divine 
appointment. When the fact 
is ascertained that the means 


are appointed of God, we can! 


Vor. VII. No 2. 
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go no further. This is true of 
all means. And because we 
have had more knowledge of 
some than others, or because we 
can in some instances more ea- 


'sily perceive their operation, 


shall we say that some means 
are reasonable, and others are 
not ? In such a case, the solemn 
expostulation of divine truth 
would very forcibly apply.— 
* Nay but, O man, who art 
thou that repliest against God ?” 
Our judgment concerning things 
in such cases. is derived from 
experience ; and our experi- 
ence of the works of God, and 
the dealings of his providence, 
is so limited, that, in forming 
an opinion in such cases, we 
should proceed with great cau- 
tion. Of the nature of that 
constituted connection existing 
between means and the end, we 
know very little. The husband- 
man knows that his ground must 
be fertilized, tilled and sown, 
in order to procure a crop.— 
These are God’s appointed 
means, and he uses them with 
cheerfulness; but in what man- 
ner these operations produce the 
harvest, he cannot tell. He 
knows the means and the end; 
the intermediate agency is the 
Lord’s. The walls of Jericho 
were demolished by means be- 
fore unknown. We are ready 
to say there was no connection 
between those means and the 
end which was effected. Now, 
the walls of cities are common- 
ly razed by the operation of 
gun-powder. The effects of 
powder certainly appeared as 
miraculous, when first discover- 
ed, asthe triumph of Joshua. 
And no one, unacquainted with 
its effects, could see any more 
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On the Means of Grace. 


connection between the deposit 
of a quantity of powder under 
the ramparts of a city, and their 
ruin, than between the means 
used by Israel, and the ruin of 
the wallsof Jericho. Had the 
means by which Israel prevail- 
ed against Amalek, under the 
inspection of Moses, or those 
by which Gideon routed the 
host of Midian, been the com- 
mon mexns of warfare, they 
would now be considered as 
perfectly natural and reasona- 
ble. A navigator of the Phe- 
nicians, or one who traversed 
the ocean a thousand years ago, 
would have pronounced the 
means by which distant voyages 
are now performed with safety, 
perfectly miraculous And had 
some inspired prophet guided a 
ship through the ocean by means 
of a metallic needle, till the dis- 
covery of maguetic attraction. 
it would have been deemed as 


real a miracle, as any found on 
sacred record. There are many 
events in the ordinary opera 


tions of human concerns, in 
which we can see little, or no 
relation of the means to the 
end. The most perfect liquids 
are changed to solids, and solids 
are changed to liquids. Hada 
prophet of Israel, by a divine 
guidance, been led to a spring 
in the Arabian wilderness, and 
from its waters, perfectly trans- 
parent, brought dry and pure 
salt for the use of the people, 
it would have been viewed as 
the immediate operation of the 
power of God. Such, indeed, 
it would have been; but such 
an effect is now the result of a 
common operation, and we view 
the means to be perfectly natu- 
ral by which it is produced.— 





| Fes. 


When God produces an effect, 
in the ways of his providence, 
by means unknown to men, we 
call it a miracle; but because 
we are unacqu:inted with the 
operation of those means, we 
cannot pronounce them unne- 
cessary. 

The scriptures record many 
events which were brought to 
pass by means which appear to 
us very extraordiuary, and 
which, if we did not know the 
particular sleps of the process, 
we should conclude could have 
no comection with the end in 
view. How could the envy of 
Joseph’s brethren, and their sel- 
ling him 2s ashive to strangers, 
he supposed to have any connec- 
tion with the preservation of 
themselves and their families, 
in the time of famine? How 
could Moses’s departing from 
the royal court of Egypt, and 
refusing to be called the son of 
Pharaoh’s daughter, have any 
tendency to the emancipation of 
his numerous people who were 
holden as bondmen ? Who could 
conclude that the impious feast 
of Belshazz:r could have any 
connection with the restoration 
of Jerusalem ? Yet on account 
of that. the city gates were left 
unguarded, the Persian army 
entered, slew the king, and sub- 
verted the Assyrian Empire, 
which issued in the release of 
the Jews from captivity. What 
connection can human wisdom 
discover between the visit of 
David to his brethren in the 
army, on a peaceful message 
from his father, and his future 
elevation to the throne of Is- 
rael ? Yea, who would conceive 
that the treachery of Judas ; 
that the condemnation of Jesus 
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of Nazareth by a Roman magis- | 


trate, could have any tendency 
to the redemption of the world ? 
While a piague of unparalleled 
destruction was raging in the 
camp of Israel. Aaron took his 
ceiser, pul incense upon it, and 
liguted it with fire, and ran into 
the midst of the congregation, 
and the plague ceased. Senaach- 
erib invaded Judea with an 
army which he believed invin- 
cible. He encamped before Je- 
rusalem, at that tyme, almost in 
a delenceless stute, determined 
to take and destroy the cily.— 
Kisg Hezekiah took his threat- 
eving letter, carried it to the 
iemple of the Lord, and made 
his sup plications before him, and 
the Assyrian army was destroy- 
ed.—-From these events it ap- 
pears, that the human mind can 
determiue very little of the na. 
ture of the connection between 
means and their end ; and that 
we are wholly incompetent to 
say what means are natural, and 
what are not. The obligation 
upon men to observe and use 
any means which may be ap- 
pointed for us in the wisdom of 
God, cannot therefore depend, 
in any degree, upon our appre- 
heusion of their reasonableness 
and propriety, or of their im- 
perfection and inutilily. 


(To be continued.) 


—— + ae 


(CIRCULAR LETTER.) 


The Ministers and Messengers 
ofthe New Jersey Bapfitist Associa- 
tion, to the several Churches they 


represent, send Christian Saluta- 
1107 :— 





Beloved Brethren, 


AMIDST the convulsions of 
the word, we as ai Association, 
have been permitted to meet in 
“ a place prepared of God.” For 
the benign providence, and for 
spiritual pleasures in various ex- 
ercises, and for the tidings from 
the churches, we trom the altar 
of our hearts offer our gratitude 
to the Lord. 

Anticipating your raised ex- 
pectations, we according to cus- 
tom present you our circular ad- 
dress. In our present new re- 
lation, on no article of our holy 
religion do we more need light, 
than on that which relates to 
the Holy Spirit. What a stab 
have the very vitals of Chris- 
tianity received, by entirely de- 
nying his influences ! Some, on 
the other hand, affect to believe 
that the natural light of reason 
and conscience, “which lighteth 
every map who cometh into the 
world,” is the Spirit of Christ, a 
light within all men. But the 
Spirit of truth the world cannot 
receive, because it seeth him 
not, neither knoweth him. John 
xiv. 17. 

The charges want proof, that 
the doctrine of the divine influ- 
ences is opposed to reason, fos- 
ters inactivity, exposes to decep- 
tion, or opens a door to enthusi- 
asm and fanaticism. Dées it mil- 
itate against reason to affirm that 
the Spirit’s aid is necessary to un- 
derstand spiritual things ? Shall 
we slacken our efforts because 
God has promised us help? Is 
not the most effectual way to 
guard against errors, to believe 
that nothing is good in us, that 
nothing is done by us acceptably 
to God, but what is warranted 





J 
’ 


. 


G0 Baptist Circular Leiter. 


[ Fez, 
by scripture ? Is it not the free- | ascribed to him—from his mis. 
thinker who preaches implicit | sion, and trom his appearance at 
faith, and the infidel who warns | Jordan, and on the memorable 


of the danger of following rea- 
son ? 

The giving of his Son for, and | 
of his Spirit to his people, are | 
the two great works of God for | 
their salvation. Hence, from 
the joyful moment in which 
hope for fallen man first beam- 
ed, his promises have been re- 
specling the coming of the Mes- 
siah, and the mission of the 
Spirit: Old Testament saints 


looked for the former—we ex- | 


pect the latter. His coming 
quite abolished the Old, and 
laid the foundation of the New ' 
Testament dispensation. He is 
to supply the personal presence | 
of Zion’s King. till time expires. 
Our dying Saviour bequeathed | 
him as a legacy to his followers. | 
What is all the gospel without | 


day of Pentecost. That he is 
a divine person, appears from his 
names—from his perfections— 
from his works, and from his 
worhip. For any extraordina- 
ry afilatus, we do not in these 
days argue; but that the Spirit 
is with the church in his ordi- 
nary operations. Have we re- 


‘ceived not the spirit of the 
_world, but the Spirit which 


those who believe on him should 
receive ? John vii. 39. Toshow 
that the Spirit is above all price 
and all reward, and to exhibit 
his boundless love, the Father 
is said to give the Spirit. Luke 
xi. 13. 1 Johniii. 24. To the 
saints the Comforter is scent by 
the Father and by the Son. 
John xiv. 26. and xv. 26. On 
our way to the goodly land 





the Spirit to apply ? Is there | which is afar off, we through 


any spiritual benefit communi- | this wilderness, like Israel, need 
cated to us but by him ? Is not; a daily supply. He, therefore, 
the only unpardonable sin that | minislereth to you the Spirit, 
against the Holy Ghost, and | according to the stipulations of 
the only person for whom we | the everlasting covenant, order- 
are forbidden to pray he “ who | ed in all things and sure. Gal. 
commits the sin unto death ?” | iii 5. Phil. i. 19. Let earth be- 
Therefore, of what vast impor- | hold the Son, of whom the Fa- 
tance is this subject to all—! ther says, I have put my Spirit 
what a distinguished figure does | upon him. Isaiah xlii. 1. Point- 
it make in that religion which is | ing the eye of faith to gospel 
from heaven ! | days, and animating the — bo- 

Vishi@g you, dear brethren, | som by the abundance of grace 
to he established in.the precious | and of gifts; God says, I will 
truth, permit us to summon | pour out my Spirit upon thy 


your attention to the dispensa- 
tien and office-work of the Spi- 
rit. That he is a PERSON, 
distinct from the Father, and 
from the Son, is evinced from 
the definition of a person being 
given him—from the actions 
and affections of a person being 





seed. Isaiah xliv. 3. Now if 
the Spirit is with those only to 
whom he is thus dispensed, how 
plain the inference that he is 
not a common light in all men. 
This would exclude the possi- 
bility of special and distinguish- 
ing grace. Only as many as 
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are led by the Spirit of God are 
the sons of God. Rom. viii 14. 
These, says Jude, are Yoyine;, 


patural men, having nei tiie | 


Spivit. In our natural state, 
there is in us no latent princi- 
ple, heat or light to awake and 
save us. Rom. vii. 18. 

As our divine Redeemer came 
to do the will of his Father 
which sent him, which perfect- 
Jy accorded with his own will : 
so the heavenly Paraclete is 





pose and love of the Father, 
aud the mediation of the Son : 
itis not therefore an original, 
but a finishing work. We shall 
ouly refer you to his operations 
to improve natural abilities, in 
things natural and moral, politi- 
cal and artificial. Judges xiv. 
10. and vi. 54. Numb. xi. 16— 
25. Exodus xxxi. 2, 3.— The 
first eminent gift of the Spirit 
was that of prophecy: God him- 
sell gave the first promise, and 


sent, nevertheless comes volun- | in confirmation of it, the Holy 


tarily, to do his own will, and | 


Ghost spake by the mouth of 


accomplish his purposes in the | his prophets, which have been 


counsels of grace. ‘To express 
the eternal and natural emana- 
tion of the Spirit, but principal- 
ly his dispensatory egress, he is 
called the Spirit of truth which 
rroceedeth from the Father.— 
John xiii. 26. It was necessa- 
ry Christ should suffer, satisfy 
divine justice, and open a way 
for the more plenteous effusion 
of the Spirit,consistently with all 
the perfections of Deity.. There- 
fore Jesus says, If I gonot away, 
the Comforter will not come.— 
While Peter preached, the Ho. 
ly Ghost fell like the fire from 
heaven which typified him.— 
Acts x. 44. 1 Kings xviii. 38, 
39. With complacency, the Spi- 
rit rests and abides with those 
to whom he is given and sent. 
John xiv. 16. He is said to 


come upon the wicked : from | 


thein his departure is total and 
for ever. 1 Sam. x. 10. and xvi. 
14. The righteous he leaves 
partially, for a season—Cast me 
not away from thy presence, 
and take not thy holy Spirit 
from me ! 

The whole work of building 
the church is committed to the 
Spirit. It presupposes the pur- 


since the world began. Patri- 
archs, by a prophetic spirit, na- 
med some who should succeed 
them in the line whence Christ 
should come. ‘The Spirit com- 
muuicated his mind sometimes 
by an articulate voice miracu- 
lously formed.....sometimes by 
dreams in supernatural sleep, 
and at others by visions. Exod. 
xxxiii. 11. Gen. xv. 12. Acts 
x. 10. His usual method was by 
an immediate internal work im- 
pressing the mind, assuring them 
that “the word of the Lord 
came unto them.” 

The love of the saints and 
the hatred of the wicked to the 
Bible...its effects upon the heart 
.. its sublime diction and senti- 
ments, loudly proclaim its au- 
thor divine. Accordingly an- 
other work of the Spirit was 
the inspiration of scripture. The 
penmen, exercising their natu- 
ral faculties, cnjoyed such a de- 
gree of his influences, as to pre- 
serve them from all error,or had 





their mental powers elevated, 
or entirely suspended, while 





i they were but the amanuenses 
‘of the Holy Ghost.—To the 
| prophets, apostles and others, 
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God bore witness by signs, and. Still he sauctifies, calls, quali- 
wonders, and diverse miracles | fies, commissions and sends forth 
and gifts of the Holy Ghost, preachers of the everlasting gos. 
confirming the word. The gos- | pel, and places overseers in the 
pel being thus confirmed by mir-| church. Firm as the throne of 
acle is carried on by means : this | the great Eternal are the prom- 
gift therefore ceased immediate- | ises, “ Lo! Iam with you ak 





ly after the days of the apos- | 
tles.* The Father, in his eternal | 
purpose and love, prepared the | 
Saviour’s body, but its actual 
formation was the work of the | 
Holy Ghost. Luke i. 35. Jesus | 
was qualified for his prophetic 
office, to which he principal. | 

ly attended while on earth, | 


wrought miracles, offered him- | society of 


self on the altar of divine jus- | 
tice, and was quickened by the 
Spirit. 

From this his work towards 
the great Head of the church, 
we pass to his office work 
for the members.—He is the 
source of all spiritual gifts. 1 
Cor. xi 4...11. Eph. iv. 11...13. 
The apostles tarried at Jerusa- 
Jem till they were endued with 
power from on high, by the 
coming of the Holy Ghost upon 
them. ‘To efface all ideas of a 
wordly kingdom, and to qualify 
for preaching the gospel in the 
different languages of the earth, 
on the last day of the feast of 
weeks, which was the first day 





of the common week. the foun- 
broken up :—they spake with 


utterance. 


* What gifts, what miracles he 
gave, 

And power to kill, and power to 
save , 

Furnish’d their tongues.with wond’- 
rous words, 

Instead of shields, and spears, and 
swords.” 


—_ 





* Vide Mosheim, vol. i. p. 331. 


ways, even to the end of the 
world”— My Spirit and my 
words shal] not depart from 
thee.” Isaiah lix. 21. 

The total and universal de- 
pravity of human nature—tie 
nature of sinand of God— tie 
whole ceconomy of the ROn yt — 
the state, the employ anc the 
heaven, render a 
change of heart indispens:bly 
necessary to our immortol hap- 
piness - this the Spirit effects in 
all the members of Christ's 
mystical body. There is a time 
when God sends forth the Sypi- 
rit of his Son into the heurts of 
his children. He reproves of 
sin, of righteousness and of 


judgment to come—reveals the 


inflexibie justice of God in all 
his works, his ways, and his 
laws. Of the Spirit, the sinner 
is born again, but not again and 
again—is washed in the laver 
of regeneration, created in right- 
eousness and true holiness, re- 
newed, quickened, raised from 
spiritual death, and translated 


(from darkness into marvellous 
tain of the divine influences was | 


light. The soul is a trophy of 


victory, a prey taken from the 
tongues as the Spirit gave them | 


mighty, and.the lawful captive 
delivered. We have an unction 
from the Holy One, and know 
all things needful for our salva- 
tion— 

* The blessed unction from above, 
Is comfort, life, and fire of love.”’ 


The Comforter, like the star in 
the east. guides to Jesus—re- 
veals and glorifies him. ‘T’o the 
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Spivit are we indebted for every 


just view of truth, ior every spi- 


ritual idea, for every holy de- 
sire. ‘he vision being closed, 
he reveals no truth except what 
is in scripture. He is the on- 
ly infallible expositor of his own 
writings; which, without his in- 
fluences, are as a lock without a 
key, a cypher without an in- 
terpreter, or a sealed book. 1 
Cor. xxix. 10. From hin flows 
every grace which adorns the 
Christian, and excites the as- 
tonishment of a graceless world. 
Gal. v. 22. 

He displays his sovereignty 
not only in the persons, but in 
the different meaus, and ways, 
and times of life in which he 
brings to the knowledge of the 
truth. The weakest instru- 
ments oft display his power. 
He is now in the whirlwind, 
and now in the still small voice: 
therefore, no one is a standard 
for another in religious exer- 
cises of mind; we must “ try 
the spirits’ by the word. The 
saving influences of the Spirit 
ia the human family, are co- 
extensive with the mediatorial 
work of Christ. The heathen, 
though they cannot receive the 
Spirit by the hearing of faith, 
may not be entirely without his 
influences. 

Among God’s children there 
is a family likeness: their ex- 
periences, like the colors in the 
rainbow, flow one into another 
and are substantially the same. 
Pure religion in every age, in 
every nation, and in every indi- 
vidual is the same. In the 
ninth century, Meccarius of Ire- 
land propagated the monstrous 
error, that one soul performed 
the rational functions in all the 
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human race. It isa truth, that 
one spirit pervades the bosoms 
of all the saints on earth, and of 
all in heaven : by one spirit are 
they all baptized into one body. 
He that is joined to the Lord is 
one spirit. There is one body 
and one spirit, even as ye are 
called in one hope of your call- 
ing. 1 Cor. xii. 13. Eph. iv, 4. 
Owing to the mixture of man’s 
teaching, isthe diversity of o- 
pinion respecting religion in the 
world. ‘The truths which the 
Holy Ghost teaches, are the 
same in all God’s people. To 
employ our time to teach their 
value and endear them to us; 
truths, like the plants in nature, 
are found promiscuously in the 
fiield of scripture. As among 
many there is but one true solar 
system ; so there is but one true 
system of religion, which places 
the Sun of Righteousness in the 
centre, and the universe revol- 
ving by his orders. 

Our rational nature is meet to 
be commanded, and needs to be 
assisted. The blessed Spirit aids 
in the discharge of all Christian 
duties. He gives the Spirit, and 
the gift of supplication—a feel- 
ing sense of our wants—awak- 
ens holy aspirations, and di- 
rects to the proper medium Je- 
sus Ciwist, and to apposite 
thoughts, expressions, and ends 
in prayer. He helpeth our in- 
firmities, and maketh interces- 
sion for us according to the will 
of God, without which we ask 
amiss. He never excited a de- 
sire in the bosom which he will 
not satisfy—-never indicted a 
prayer which he will not an- 
swer: By his aid, we tender to 
God the odour of heart-felt 





praise. Brethren, be filled with 
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the Spirit, speaking to your- 
selves in psalms, and hymns, 
and spiritual songs; singing and 
making melody in your hearts 
to the Lord. Eph. v. 19— 
Through Christ who strength- 
eneth us, we can do all things, 
from a right principle, love to 
God—by a right rule, his re- 
vealed will ; aad to aright end, 
the divine glory. The eternal 
purposes of his love, the immu- 
tability of his counsel and per- 
fections, the Redeemer’s pur- 
chase, the nature of grace, and 
the plain words of God, assure 
that the good work begun in 
you will be perfected—grace, 
like Aaron’s rod, shall overcome 
at last. Exodus vii 12. By 
suggesting pious thoughts, iv- 
spiring holy desires and affec- 
tions, irradiating our under- 
standings, renewing our will 
and attracting it to holiness by 
the various means of grace, by 
providences and by good works 
foreordianed, the Spirit causes 
sanctification to progress. He is 
as the dew, or the rain upon the 
grass, and makes the winter pass 
away. He has an unchangeable 
regard to the workmanship of 
his own hands, fulfils the good 
pleasure of his will in the saints, 
andforms them a glorious church 
without spot, or wrinkle, or any 
such thing. 

Another part of the office 


work of the Spirit is, to seal his | 
people. 1 Cor. i. 22. The use 
of the seal was to give an im- | 


press. Ye, brethren, bear the 
image of the heavenly, not the 
mark of the beast—Christ hath 
God the Father sealed, by giv- 
ing him the Spirit. Ta this 
way also are believers seated. 
Therefore the Spirit is the ear- 


nest of our inheritance. Ephes, 
i. 15, 14. As sure as God has 
given you the first fruits of the 
Spirit, so sure will he give you 
the plenteous harvest of imper. 
ishable glory. The Spirit is, 
stream ; you Cannot see the 
source whence it flows, or the 
ocean to which it leads: but it 
will rise as high as the fountain, 
and be in you a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life. 


‘*« Thou art the earnest of his love, 
‘The pledge of joys to come ; 
Aud thy soft wings, celestial Dove, 

Shall safe convey me home.” 


From its being blamable in 
Christians not to Know their un- 
ion with Christ, from the com- 
mon privilege of believers, and 
from the injunction to make our 
calling aud election sure, we in- 
fer, that full assurance of an in- 
terest in Christ is attainable in 
this life. 2 Cor. xiii. 5. 1 John 
v. 20. If you discover in you 
one link of the golden chain of 
salvation. you may upon the 
best grounds conclude that you 
have the whole—Not a soul 
shall perish, who has one of the 
graces of the Spirit—He who 
searcheth all things, bears wil- 
| ness with our spirits that we are 
| the children of God. 
| These are doctrines which 
| the Spirit has taught concerning 
| himself. From the historic page 





'we learn, that these are the 
views of the orthodox in every 
age, and these are the senti- 
ments we profess at our organi- 
zation, and would hand them 
down to all succeeding genera- 
tions. 

Dear brethren, grieve not the 
Spirit, who alone renders yor 





imvincible. 1 Jokn iv. 4. Quenck 
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not the Spirit, either by indul- 
ging known sin, or earthly mind- 
edness, or by divisions among 
you, or by neglecting the divine- 
ly appointed means of grace. 
1f the mariner would be bene- 
fitted by the wind, he must 
hoist the sail. Not for but in 
the means expect the blessing. 
The manna was given to all the 
enmp, and the Spirit is promis- 
edto all in their several sta- 
tions. May he be with you, 
and guide you into all truth. Be | 
wise neither above, nor below | 
what is written. Walk in the | 
Spirit. Be ye built up an hab- | 
itation for God. Not by might, | 
nor by power, but by my Spirit, 
saith the Lord; he shall bring 
forth the headstone thereof 
with shoutings, crying, grace, 
grace unto it. And the naine 
of the city shall be Jehovah 
Shimma—the Lord is there.— 
May every one of us be also 
there forever. Amen. 





Isaac Caruiie, Moderator. 
SrerHen C. Usticx, Clerk. 


tod 





From the Christian Observer. 


As I have been led to under- | 
stand that many persons wish to | 
know my sentiments relative to | 
the great events of the day, as 
viewed in connection with what 
i have written on the subject of 
prophecy, I readily communi- | 
cate thein through the medium | 
of your publication. 
i. In my work on the 1260! 
days, Lattempted to shew, that 
the last head of the great apocalyp- 
te cast, or secular Roiman em- 
pire was the feudal imperial seve- 
reignty, first established by Char- 





‘enugne in France, and after- 
Yor. VII. Na. 2, 


wards translated into Germany 
under Otho. But this sovercign- 
ty has since reverted from Ger- 
many to France, when the title 
of Emperor of the Romans was 
formaliy abdicated by the chief 
of the house of Austria, and 
when Italy and a large part of 
the Carlovingian empire, to- 
gether with the titles of King 
of Italy and Rome were success- 
fully claimed by the chief of 
the French government. If, 
therefore, my interpretation rest 
on a solid basis, the tmperial sove- 
reignly of France is the present 
representative of the last head of 
the Roman beast. 

2. I further endeavored to 
shew in the same work, that 
the series of apocalyptic vials 
commenced about the epoch of 
the French revolution ; that 
four of them had begun to be 
poured out previous to the pub- 
lication of the work, but that 
the fifth and its successors were 
then still future. Now the fifth 
vial is said to be poured out up- 
on the throne or imperial authort- 
ty of the beast ; and its effect is 
the filling of his whole kingdom 
nith darkness, and the producing 
of an inconceivable degree of rage 
in the hearts of his adherents. 
But the French Government 
had become the beast under his 
last head, previous to the effu- 
sion of this vial. Therefore, if 
such an opinion. be well found- 
ed, the prophecy of the fifth 
vial must relate to some signal 
humiliation, or rather gerics of 
humiliations, which France, con- 
sidered as the present representa- 
tive of the last head, is destined 
to undergo. 

3. I have now little more to 
do than to call the attention of 
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60 Faber on passing Events, 


the scrious inquirer to what has 
been passing on Lhe great stage 
of Europe during the space of 
the Ixst four years and a half. 
Towards the close of the year 
1808, 1 ventured to express my 
suspicion that the filth vial had 
begun to be poured out on the 
throne of the beast, when, in the 








summer of that year, a direct | 


opposition to his tyranical au- 


thority commenced In Sp2is.« | 


Contrary to the opinion of ma- 
ny who imagiued that the Span- 
ish patriots would immediately 


be crushed, they still, mouth | 


after month, persevered with all 
the generous spirit of Gothic 
chivalry, in resistance to their 
worse than Moorish oppressor, 
and the tyrant was each day 
further removed than ever from 
their subjugation. Meanwhile 
the banelul stream of the vial 
still continued to flow ; and the 
resistance, which had commen- 
ed in Spain, extended itself with 
increased energy to the North. 
‘The events of the last campaign 
are fresh in the minds of us all : 


| 
' 





and I need do nothing raore | 


than remark. that the whole 


conduct of the Russians almost | 


resembles a studious x«ccom- 


plishment of the prephecy.— | 


Every blow is expressly level- 
led at the throne or mwesiern tin- 


perial authority of the last head 
now transferred lo France. The | 


vassal states are exhorted to 
ihrow of the degrading yoke 


such as shai! be willing to break 
their chains: and the whole 


sysiem of poticy is strongly ac- | 


complished in the recent con- 
oo 
*See Christ. Observ. for 1808 


): ee. 


[ ier. 


duct of the Russian officer be. 
fore Hamburgh, who refused to 
treat with the French munici.- 
pality, and declared that he 
knew no authority in that city, 
except the ancient senate. Ip 
short, let your readers only at. 
tentively peruse the prophecy 
of the filth vial, which is deseri. 
bed as suceeeding the burning 
wititary tyranny exercised un- 
der the fourth, and then judge, 
whether we have not reason to 
belicve it now and fer some 
years past to be in a state of 
actual accomplishment. The 
jijth angel poured out his vial 
upon the throne of the beast: and 
lus ktngdone was full of darkness, 
and they gnawed their tongues for 
pain, and blaspliemed the God of 
heaven because of their pains and 
their sores, and repented not of 
their deeds. 

4. Whether the stream of the 
vial has now attained its full 
height, cr additional calamities 
still impend over the throne of 
tie present bestial Roman gov- 
ernment, must be determined 

y the event. But if my pre- 
mises be well founded, that is 
to say, if Franee be now the rep- 
resentative of the Carlovingtian or 
last kead ef the Roman beast, 
which T apprehend can scarce- 


ily be doubled: if this be the 


case, we must not too hasilly, 
with some sanguine politicians, 


; anticipate the total downfall of 
: | the revolutionary order of things 
assistance is promised to all | 


in that country. The bestial 


| kingdom is darkened indeed, 


but the darkness is only tempo- 
rary: the throne is attacked, 
but it is not subverted. After 
a certain period left undeter- 
mined in prophecy, we find the 


"| last head again in full power : 
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we observe it rising with in- 
creased energy after its morti- 
fying humiliation. Under the 
yet future sixth vial, when the 
waters of the mystic Euphrates 
have begun to be dried up, the 
beast appears, leagued with the 
{alse Romish prophet, and again 
influencing, as of late, a confed- 
eracy of the kings of the whole 
(Ecumenic or Roman world.— 
But here his victories termin- 
ate. He and his allies are only 
gathering themselves together 
to the battle of the great day 
of God, when their final des- 
truction will be accomplished. « 

5. What time will elapse, 
ere the beast recovers from his 
present depression, we have no 
specific documents to determine. 
I think it probable, that several 
years will pass over, ere his 
strength will be sufficiently re- 
newed for the last great exer- 
tion. And I am the more in- 
duced to hazard this conjecture; 
because I think it most likely, 
that the 1260 years commen- 
ced A. D. 606 or 607, and con- 
sequently that they will termi- 
nate A. D. 1866 or 1867. The 
present attack on the throne of 
the beast will perhaps operate 
as a retardation; and thus pre- 
vent that almost immediate 
completion of the closing scencs 
of prophecy, which some of my 
contemporarics have, in my 
judgment, been too hastily led 
to expect. As yet the restora- 
tion of the Jews is future ; and 

a en 
* Comp. Rev. xvi. 12—16. with 


xix. 19, 20, 21. 
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the 1260 years have not yet ex- 
pired. Our children may see 
the great judgments of God on 
the beast, the false prophet, and 
their regal confederates: but I[ 
more and more doubt, as I al- 
ways doubted (which I fear may 
sometimes have procured for me 
the character of pertinscity.) 
whether we ourselves are desti- 
ned to behold it. ‘he general 
harmony of prophecy seems 
to me almost necessarily to 
requre, that the 1260 years 
should not expire until the year 
1866 ; certainly net until the 
Jews have begun to be restored. 
But, for a more ample discus- 
sion of this point, I must refer 
the public to what I have writ- 
ten in my three works on the 
subject. My Dissertation on the 
1260 Years, my Connected View 
of the Prophecies relative to the 
Jews, and my Dissertation on 
Daniel’s 70 Weeks, ought all to 
be read together, as forming dif- 
ferent branches of one topic. If 
this be done, it will be seen how 
harmoniously prophecy corres- 
ponds with prophecy, and how 
decidedly the present great e- 
vents tend to establish the gen- 
eral propricty of my system of 
interpretation. In attacking 
Russia, the mighty /ingdom of 
the north, Buonaparte exceeded 
the commission given to his em- 
pire ; and the event has been 
such as might alinost have been 
anticipated. 
Your humble Servant, 
G. 8. FABER. 


‘Loig Newton, April 5, 1815. 
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Revival of Religion in Stockbridge. | Pez, 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Revival af Religion in Stock- 
bridge, ( Mass.) 


Ir appears, that God, in his great 
mercy, had been preparing the way, 
for some time past, for the great 
work, which he has of late, been 
carrying on amongst us For two 
or three years past, he has been 
gracivusly pleased to excite the 
minds of sonre of the people to un- 
usual Concern respecting the things 
of religion: And several had been 
hopefully brought out of darkness 
into the iight. A rather uncommon 
spirit of prayer seemed to have been 
given to God’s people, particular 
ly, as I have reason to suppose, to 
the female Society in this place in- 
stituted for prayer, animating them 
to peculiar earnestness, in their sup- 
plication, for an increasing revival 
of his own glorious work In the 
fali of the year our assemblies, on 
the sabbath, were large, and pecu- 
liasly solemn and attentive. On the 
first Sabbath in January, thirteen 
were received into the church ; to 
three of them baptism was admin- 
istered at the time The scene was 
affecting ; and it seemed, asit were, 
to strike the smoking flax into a 
flame. From that time forward the 
awakening, and attention to the 
concerns of their souls increased 
among the people, beyond any thing 
we have before known—av almost 
universal solemnity prevailed. Soon 
numbers were found to be under 
deep and pungent conviction: And 
hopetai conversion presently began 
to take place, and to increase. A 
divine and supernatural power and 
agency were so visibie, that very 
few mouths were ovencd agains: 
the blessed work,---'Phis good work 
continued without interruption, anc 
the number of converts almost dai- 
ly increased. None of these made 
a public profession, until the last 
Sabbe:h m June. Early in that 
month the church had meetings. 
and spent two afternoons in exam- 
Inlng into the qualifications, of suc! 


as offered themselves, for commun- 








ion with the church. Accordingly, 
the next Lord’s day, Seventy were 
propounded fer admission into the 
church. Srxty-seven only were, 
however, received—two or three 
feeble persons being then too unwell! 
tocome out. Zwenty-erght of these 
received baptism at the time. The 
scene was exceedingly solemn and 
affecting. Amongst those, who 
were received into the church, there 
were, of all ages, from fourteen to 
séventy-—somie few of these were 
persons, who hoped they had expe- 
rienced religion, some for one, and 
some for several years before. 
There are now, I believe, not 
less than sixty more, in the town, 
who hope they have experienced a 
work of saving grace ; and wiil, 
probably, most, or all of them, ere 
long, make a public profession— 
And, through the sovereign, won- 
derful mercy of God, the number 
is Constantly increasing. Sometime 
in May, the good work seemed 
rather on the decline ; but, of late, 
God has been graciously pleased, 
again, much to revive it : And it is 
thought there are nearly as many 
under special and, many of them, 
deep impressicns, as there have 
been at any particular time, since 
this blessed work has been gracious- 
ly begun amongst us. Instances of 
apparent Conversions are now fre- 
quent. God grant, that the gra- 
cious influence, which produces 
such happy eflects, may still be con- 
tinued. “Che number of praying 
persons and praying families is 
much increased: And such as make 
inention of the Lord, it is hoped, 
will not keep silence, nor give him 
rest, tlhe establish, and til he 
make Jerusalem a praise in the 
earth. Net less, probably, than a 
hundred and twenty have been the 
subjects of Givine saving influences, 
(as we hope.) since the first Sab- 
bath in January :— And God is sti! 
carrying, on,2swetrust, hisown cra- 
cious and gicrious work. My own 
labors, and those of Mr. Swift, my 
worthy colleague, have been greatly 
increased—/zs have been abundant; 
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ynuch beyond what J was able to go 
through, at my advanced age ] 
esteem it a great blessing, that I 
have had, and still have his assist- 
ance. But God’s grace does all. 

It may, perhaps, be useful to 
nention some le gow) instances, 
in which the hand and power cf 
God were more pecuiiarly visible, 
than inothers) A man of upwards | 
of seventy yearsof age came, with- | 
in two or three years past, to live 
amongst us. He is a man of pecu- | 
euliar ingenuity in’ the business | 
which he tollows—of better mental 
abilities than common—has travel- | 
led—been in gland and France 
—and, while in France, took Jodg- | 
ings in the same house with the | 
noted Thomas Paine. There he | 
imbibed the relivious, or rather 7r- , 
religious sentiments of Mr Paine, 
and became a thorough and estab- 
lished infidel —With these senti- 
ments he came into this town.— 
Some time in the winter past he 
fell sick---Soon his confidence in his 
infidel principles began te be shaken. 
iixpecting that he shuld not pro- 
bably survive that sickness. he soon 
icll into trouble of mind---his dis- 
tress became exceedingly great.--- 
Some religious people, who visited 
him, thought it exceeded any thing 
they had before seen. In this pain- 
ful state of mind, he continued for 





. 


apprehended before, that it seemed 
to him he had never heard them 
before. ‘The character of the Lord 
Jesus, and the atonement he made 
for sin appeared to him so wise, so 
perfect and glorious, that his heart 
was filled with delight—And his 
hope and joy in this glorious Sav- 
iour still continue.—He derives no 
other ground of hope. 

‘The convictions which have been 
wrought in the minds of those, whe 
have been the subjects of this bles- 
sed work, have, in general, been 
deep and pungent. ‘They have, in 
most instances, had a clear and dis- 
tressing view of the total opposition 
ot their hearts to God and holiness ; 
and felt an entire disvelish of the 
character of Christ. In some in- 
stances, the oppesition they felt te 
Christ and to his cause, was such, 
that they openly expressed their 
wishes never to see a Cirisfian, 
and never to have one enter their 
doors. In one iu.stance a temale, 
after being relieved from her dis- 
tresses by the power of divine 
grace, (as we trust,) mentioned be- 
tore the church, when she was ex- 
amined for admission, that her en- 
mity against God rose to such a 
height, that she could have consent- 
ec herself to goto hell, could she 
but carry God into hell with her. 
Surely the heart is, and must be 





some time---But at length divine 
sovereign mercy and grace inter- 
posed, as we have reason to hope, 
and brought him relief. An uncom- 
mon change seemed to have been 
wrought in him ; and he professed 
to hope in Ged, and peace and joy 
in believing. Knowing his former 


character, Christian people were, | 
fur some time, diffident ; and dare | 


not conclude that he had experien- 
eed a radical change. His conduct, 
however, since, and his apparent 
engagedness in religion, have gain- 
ei him the charity of Christians and 
others ; and he now takes much 
delight in the society of Christians. 


— wicked ! 
No visible disorder has taken 
| place amongst us through the whole 
| of the time in which God has been 
working so mightily by his power 
and grace: Nor have there been 
any cf those enthusiastic flights, 
which often cecasien reproach to 
he cast on a work cf Gou’s Spirit. 
{n our public meetings and assenm- 
blies nothing more than ap uncom 
inon selemuniiy has been observa- 
ble; unless it were, in seme in- 
| stances, the teais of those, whose 
i minds have been aflected 
We have great reason cf thank- 
| fulness, that good order and regular- 


When, after this, he first opened | ity have been observed, notwith- 


the New Testament to read in it, 


he couid hardly persuade himseif, 


that this was the book, which he 


standing so much emoticn and agi- 
| tacion of mind as has been excited 
famong the people—And, that, a- 





had read in younger life—And tine | midst the political dissensicns so 
| prevalent at the present day, a 
i spirit of harmenv. and (rapimity 


truths he read were so new and 
different from what he had ever 
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respecting this glorious work has 
been very apparent. In the mani- 
festation of his saving love anc mer- 
cy God has made no distinction be- 
tween the different parties in poli- 
tics, there are amongst us: But he 
shows himself to be sovereign ; 
having mercy, on whom he will 
have mercy, and whom he will, har- 
dening. 

We feel, though in a far less de- 
gree than we ought, our obliga- 
uons of eternal thankfulness and 
praise to the Great God and Sav- 
i10ur for his great and very wonder- 
ful mercies to us. And such as are 
indeed, the children of God, will 
bless his glorious name to eternity, 
for the rich, and undeserved mer- 
cies he has graciously bestowed up- 
on us. 

That this brief narrative of God’s 
glorious work, and the great things 
he has done, and is still doing for us, 
may be for the glory of God, the 
editication, and quickening of all the 
good people into whose hands it 
tall—-And that it may awaken the 
attention of sinners, and be the mean 
of convincing them of the need 
they stand in of being the subjects 


of a saving work of the Spirit of 


(sod—And, also, that it mav excite 
the gratitude and praise of Zion’s 
friends, and be the occasion of ma- 
ny thanksgivings to God, is the de- 
sire and prayer, 
Of their Friend and Servant, 
STEPHEN WEST. 
[ Adviser. 


‘THE intelligence, of a religious 
nature, recently received from va- 
rious sources, both forcign and do- 
mestic, sofaras is thought likely to 
be interesting to the readers of the 
Magazine, may be found in the ful- 
lowing summary. 

Vhe British and Forcign Bible 
Societu, one of the most important 
Institutions in the Christian world, 
held their Ninth Annual Mecting in 
London, on the fifth of May iast.— 
No preceding meeting of the Sacie- 
iy seems to have excited so great 
ay interest in the Christian and be- 


British and Foreign Bible Society. 


[ Fer, 


nevolent part of the British nation 
as this ‘The most enlightened and 
influential part of the community 
espouse the cause of the Society 
with ardor, and cheerfully lend the 
aid of their influence and their per- 
sonal exertions, for the promotion 
of its great design. 

Some notice of the Annual Meet- 
ing of this Society, taken from an 
English Newspaper, was given in 
the Magazine of Jast August. An 
Abstract of the Report of the So- 
ciety at their Annual Meeting, hav- 
ing been since received, it appears 
too interesting to the cause of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom. to be omitted, 
or essentially abridged. After no- 
ticing some things of rather a local 
nature, the Report procecds : 


“ A Bible Society has been estab- 
lished at St. Petersburgh, not cr h 
with the sanction, but by the torn 
authority of the Emperor of 
sia, and this at atime (viz. in Jam 
ary, 1613) when his attention must 
have been closely occupied by ar- 
ragcments of the very first import- 
ance to his empire. ‘Lhe Ukase 
was published on the 14th of Janua- 
ry ; and on the 23d the Society was 
formed, on the plan of the British 
and Foreign Pile Society, in the 
house of Prince Galitzin, Minister 
of Religion, where a number of per- 
sons of the highest rank, and of all 
denominations of Christians attend- 
ed. It is stated by a correspondent 
to have been delightful to sce the 
unanimity which actuated this as- 
/sembly, composed of members of 
_ the Greek, Arminian, Catholic, Lu- 
| theran, and Calvinist Churches, met 
| for the express purpose of making 
; the grace of Gsod sound out from 
| the shores of the Baltic to the Eas- 
} tern Ocean, and from the Frozen 
| Ocean to the Black Sea and the 
| borders of China. ‘ We sce,” he 
{adds, ** that the Bible is still capa- 
| ble of uniting Christians in the bond 

of peace. It is the standard lifted 
up by the Son of Jesse, around 
which all his followers rally, in or- 
| der to carry it in triumph over the 
whole globe.” His Imperial Ma- 
jesty has subscribed a conation of 
25,000 roubles, and an annual con- 
| tribution of 10,000; and other per- 
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sons in proportion The Commit- 
tec have presented the Petersburgh 
Society with 500d; and it has com- 
menced its operations with great 
spirit and harmony. 

“ The Basle German Bible So- 
ciety, in the course of six years, 
have, with the aid of th's Society, 
published 26,000 copies of the Scrip- 
tures in German, French, Roman- 
ese, and Italian. It forms the only 
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“ The Roman Catholic Bible So- 
ciety at Ratisbon, formed in 1806, 
has distributed 27,000 copies of the 
New ‘Testament in German, and 
continues its useful labors, unaided 
by the Committee. By means of the 
Ratisbon Society, and other sources 
60,000 copies of the Scriptures have 
been circulated among the Catho- 
lics in Germany in a few vears. 

“ A translation of the New Tes- 


medium for extending the Society’s | tament recently made into German 
views to France, where (at Paris) | by two pious Catholic Clergymen, 


a stereotype edition of the French 
Scriptures is now proceeding under 
the sanction and superintendence of 
the Protestant Consistories. The 
copies of the Scriptures circulated 
by the Basle Society have been ac- 
cepted by both Catholics and Pro- 
testants with eagerness and plea- 
sure. 

* The committee have aided the 
various efforts of this Society with 
donations amounting in the last 
year to 120€2 of which 500d. is for 
the exclusive purpose of promoting 
the distribution of the Scriptures in 
France. An Auxiliary Socictv has 
been formed at Chur, the capital of 
the Grisons, 

“The Berlin Bible Society, not- 
withstanding the disasterous condi- 
tion of Prussia, has printed and cir- 
culated 15,600 copies of the Scrip- 
tures in Polish and Bohemian, and 
is printing farther editions in the 
Polish and Lithuanian languages. 
A farther aid of 250/. has been 
granted to this Society, and a num- 
ber of Polish Bibles has besides been 
gratuitously distributed. 

* A Bible Committee for the dis- 
tribution of Bibles among the poor of 
Saxony, has been formed at Halle, 
the seat of the Canstein Bible Insti- 
tution, which has dene so much for 
the Christian cause already. 

*Yothe Hungarian Bible Socie- 
ty which has been formed at Pres- 
burgh, under the patronage of the 
Baroness de Lay, a Protestant lady 
of high distinction and character, a 
sum of 500/. has been voted. ‘The 
Socety is likely to be supported 
both by Catholics and Protestants. 
It has begun its operations by pur- 
chasing Sclavonic Bibles for sale to 
the poor at a very cheap rate. 


| 





aided by some Protestant divines, 
has been approved and publicly re- 
commenced by two of the most em- 
inent Protestant clergymen of Saxo- 
ny and Switzerland. One of the 
translators, who has published a 
work recommending the free and 
unfettered reading of the Holy Scrip- 
tures by all classes, has lately been 
appointed Catholic Divinity Profes- 
sor at Marburgh. The sum of 2007. 
has been given for the distribution 
of 3000 copies cf this version among 
the poor. A condition annexed te 
the grant, and readily acceded to 
was, that a few notes existing in the 
former edition should be cancelled 
in the impression promoted by this 
donation. 

“* The New Testament in ancient 
and modern Greek, has been most 
eagerly received at Scandinare, 
Smyrna, Salonichi, Zante, and. oth- 
er islands inthe Archipelago. The 
correctness of its typography, as 
well as its merits and usefulness, 
are highly extolled. 

“ The printing of the New Tes- 
tament in Lurkish, -t Karass, has 
been completed, and a second edi- 
tion is begun. St. Matthew’s Gos- 
pel has also been translated inte 
Calmuc, and the Committee have 
encouraged the Missionaries to pro- 
ceed in translating the whole inte 
that language. 

* ‘Lhe lamented death of the Rev. 
Mr. Brown has interrupted the com- 


| munications o: the Corresponding 


| Committee at Calcutta. 





His place 
is now filled bv the Rev. Mr. Thom- 
ason.—The loss caused by the fire 
at Serampore is rapidly repairing, 
and the printing of the Scriptures 
will onthe whole be very little re- 
tarded by this cvent. “he Com- 
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forwarded two thou- 
of printing paper to 


mittee have 
sand reams 


Serampore—The first Report of 


the Calcutta Committee has been 
received. The Persian translation 
of the New Testament was comple- 
ted by the Rev. Mr. Martyn, pre- 
viously to his death. 

* A Uible Society has been estab- 
lished at Ceylon, and one at the Isle 
of France, for that island and its de- 
pende NCcies. 

* The Committee have received 
a copy of the Gospel of St. Luke 


nthe Chinese language, transtated | 


by the Rev. R. Morrison, and havg 


encouraged the prosecution of hs! 
tabors by a second donation of 5004 


“From America, me interest- 
ing communications ha ive been re- 
ceived. Aspirit of friendly co-op- 


eration pervades the ‘Transatlantic | 


Societies, and their zeal in promot- 
ing new associations, continues with 
increasing energy. 

“In Jamacia, »pleasing effects have 

resulted from the distribution of the 
Society’s Reports. A liberal contri- 
bution has been raised there, which 
was transmitted with a request on 
the part of the clergy, to be made 
the instruments of extending the 
usefulness of the institution in that 
eolony. 
Bibles and Testaments has been 
sent them. <A large supply has al- 
so been sent to St. Kitts, for distri- 
bution among the Negroes who can 
read. 

“ The gospel of St. John in Esqui- 
maux has already been presented 
to the natives of Labrador: the 
three remaining Gospels in that lan- 


are about to be printed. 


uda. 


From the Cape of Goed Hene, 
been received, and measures have 
Bible Society in that colony. 
Proccedines at Ifome. 


* Che most prominent feature in 
he a ‘OCC urrences of the 


*, isthe uncxampled augimenta- | 





ed. 
| also attracted to that Book, on at. 


A considerable supply of 





' 
| mount of sules 95752 4s. 


| port 
wuage have since been received, and | 
Contribu- | 
tions have heen received from Hali- | 
TAX, and there is a prospéct that a | 
Bible Society will be formed in Can- | 


i with the Hibernian Bible So 


[ Fes, 


tion of Auxiliary and Branch Socie 
ties, and Bible Associations. ‘Their 
importance is not to be estimated 
merely by the accession of means 
and influence which they bring « 
the Parent Society, but by the con- 
sideration, that thus the wants o: 
the peop}. in respect to the Scrip- 
tures, are ascertained and suppii 
The public attention is thus 


tention to which the peace of socie- 
ty, and the present and future hap 
piness of individuals, depend. The 
number of new Auxiliagy PAGier ics 
formed within the year, amounis 
seventy-five, besides twenty new 
th seicties ‘The sums contri- 
buted by them, are verv large: for 


| example, Southwark has sent to the 


Parent Society. 83315 Lity-of Lon- 
con, 27561.; four more Societies 
formed wn London, 27002. in ali; 


Westininster, Wiltshire, Northamp- 


| tonshire, and Clapham, 1200/. each; 
| Anglesey Chester, and Surr 


4” LOGU. 
each. Nor have the Auxiliary So- 
cieties formerly established relaz- 
ed in their efforts. In the course 
of the vear, there have been re- 
ceived from Redifoidshire, 10206/, ; 
Biackheath, 550/ ; Bristol, 2620/. ; 
Kast Essex, 850/. ; Manchester, 
11097 ; Norfsetk, 18502; Suffolk, 
1086L. ; Staffordshire, 9502. &c. &c. 
In shert, the whoie ef the aid deri- 
ved from this source, amounts t 
the enormous sum of 55,0992 Ss. 10d. 
The nett receipts, exclusive of sales, 
have been, 66,8792. 16s. 1d. ; the a- 
ae 
*¢Whoev er,’ observes the Re- 
* cons the influence of 
Christi nit in promoting indivicu- 
al, social, and national ha !ppiness, 
14 what is far more Important, 
the eterngl welfare of our fellow- 
creatures, must contemplate with 


iders 


| inexpressidle delight, the effects oi 
} | that muniiicence which so largeis 
a farther remittance has this year | 
{ Holy 
wen taken for forming an Auxilia- | 


»provides for the distribution of the 
Scriptures ” 

‘A Stereotype edition of the 
Welsh Bible, of the largest octavc 


size, is 3 about to be printed. 


Lhe branch societies co nnecter 


viety 
beste 


have incre eased trom eight to thirts 
five, wlof them extensive and vige 
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vous. The citculation of the Scrip- 
tures has been proportionably ex- 
tended. Nearly 40,000 copies have 
been distributed by this society in 
the last year, 28,000 more than the 
distribution of the Aoaroare year. 

« The Bishop of Derrv has effect- 
ed the establishment of the Derry 
Bible Society, with nine_ branches ; 
500 Bibles and 2500 Testaments 
have been presented to this soci- 


ety. 

“The establishment of Bible asso- 
ciations throughout the kingdom has 
tended greatly to promote the gene- 
ral diffusion of the Bible, and is ad- 
mirably calculated to bring the 
into communication with the society, 
and to excite a common feeling a- 
mong them for imparting to their 
still poorer neighbours the blessing 
of Divine knowledge, while the ag- 
eregate of the funds arising from 
this source, materially aids the gen- 
eral object. - 

“ About 15,000 Bibles and 30,000 
Testaments have been, in all, gratu- 
itunusly distributed by the society 
during the last year. It would be 
endiess to particularize the whole 
of this amount. Among the parties 
who have been assisted are the Bri- 
tish prisoners in France, the French 
and other prisoners of war in Great 
Britain, foreign and British troops 
at various stations, the poor in our 
foreign possessions, &c. &c, 

***Many pleasing anecdotes might 
be furnished, showing the value 
these captives put on the word of 
God ; but one shall suffice. As one 
of the Ministers, who visits the pri- 
sons at Portsmouth, was passing 
among the prisoners on board one 
of the ships, he observed one of 
them reading very attentively. He 
asked the prisoner, ‘ What book 
he had got-—he answered, ‘ The 
Scriptures,’—Is the book your own? 
‘No’—How came you by it? ‘I 
pay,’ replied he, * six rations of pro- 
visions per month for the use ot it”’ 

“As, during the past year, a 
considerable number of invalid and 
ick prisoners have, through the 
numanity of the British Govern- 
ment, been sent back to France, 
these have been supplied with Bi- 
ates and Testaments when embark- 
Vos, VIh N@. % 
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ed; sothat avery onsiderable num- 
ber of copies have found their way 
into that country by these means, 

“ Great difficulty has been found 
in supplying the demand for Bibles 
from Auxiliary Societies, notwith- 
standing the utmost exertions made 
to print them. ‘The Society, be- 
tween the 2Ist Feb. and the Sist 
Dec. 1812, issued as follow, viz — 
$1,319 Bibles and 121,261 Testa- 
ments; of which 59,615 Bibles and 
75,455 Testaments were issued in 
the half-year ending with the 3ist 
Dec. ; making the total quantity 
circulated by the Society since its 
commencement, 221,734 Bibles and 
412,785 Testaments, exclusive of 
those circulated at its charge in va- 
rious parts abroad. 

“ The Report thus concludes :— 
* Ample as the means of the Socie- 
ty have been, they have scarcely 
proved adequate to the numerous 
demands on the futids of the insti- 
tution, ard the pressing solicitations 
for its assistance. Every step that 
it advances discovers new wants 
and fresh claims on its benevolence; 
some parched and barren soil, 
which has not yet received the re- 
freshing dew of Heaven; some 
dark spot on the earth, where the 
Divine light has not yet shone ; 
some country where the Sun of 
Righteousness once displayed his 
lustre, but no longer illuminates the 
horizon; or some region in the 
Christian world, the inhabitants of 
which, hungering and thirsting for 
the bread and water of life, look 
with anxious hope towards this fa- 
vored land for a supply The Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society, as- 
cribing its past success to God alone, 
and in continued dependence on his 
support, will pursue its labor of 
love ; and, by the Divine blessin 
on its endeavors, the hope which it 
has excited shall not be indulged in 
vain: the hungry shall be fed, the 
thirsty shall be refreshed, the Sun 
of Righteousness wil! again rise 
with healing on its wings, and the 
light shall lighten the Gentiles. 

“* The duty which this Society 
has undertakes, is not only of infi- 
nite importance, and now of sacred 
obligation, but - indeed, as unlim- 

.* 
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ited in its extent os the precepts 
and promis::s of the Gospel. £ Go 
ye therefore anc. teach all nations,’ 
isan injunction binding on believers 
of all generations, while infidelity, 
superstition. idolatry, an dignorance 
of the true God and Jesus Christ, 
prevail in the world. The sure 


word of prophecy has declared, | 
‘That the glorv of the Lord shall | 


be revealed, and all flesh shall see 
it together, for the mouth of the 
Lord hath spoken it”? And your 
Committee trust, that the British 
and Foreign Bible Society may be- 
come more and more the honored 
instrument of his Providence for 


assisting the accomplishment of this | 


prediction; that the Christian spi- 
vit for the universal diffusion of the 
Holy Scriptures, which now anim- 
ates all ranks in the United King- 


dom, which is increasing on the | 
continent of Europe, which has | 


lately burst forth in Russia, and 
glows with equal ardor in the East 
and the West, deriving new ener- 
vy from the operations of the pe 
Spirit on the hearts of men, will 
be enabled to move in a sphere con- 
tinually enlarging, until the object 
of its wishes, its efforts, and its 
pravers, shall have been fully at- 
tained. 

“*In this hope it may look for- 
ward with jov 
to the certain but unrevealed 
and unknown period, the glorious 
consummation of the prophetic 
word, when the seventh ange! shall 
sound, and great voices in heaven 
be heard, saying— 

“* The kingdoms of this world 
are become the kingdoms of our 
Lord and of his Christ, and he 


shall reign for ever and ever. | 


Alleluiah, Amen?” 


God, in his good providence 
scems to have awakened in that na- 
tion a disposition, commensurate in 
sone degree, with their inexhausti- 
hle resources, to use their exertions 
for the advancement of the Redee- 
mer’s earthly kingdom, and forthe 
accomplishment of the holv promi- 
ses of his grace. ‘The same spirit 
spreads rapidly through all Chris- 
tian nations, that the impression 


Christianity in India. 


| 


[F ex, 


, seems to be becoming general, that 
those who would profess friendshi 
to the divine Saviour, and to that 

| divine religion which he taught, can 

_ have little evidence of the sincerity 
of their attachment, unless they 

‘use their exertions to extend the 

| knowledge and the privileges of this 

religion to those of their fellow -men 
who are destitute of its blessings — 

The preceding Report furnishes 

an animating confirmation of this 

fact, in the account of the exertions 
making in so many different coun- 
tries to extend the knowledge of 
the holy scriptures, which will 
ever be a principie means of the 
salvation of men. No sentiment can 

_ be more correct, than the one just 
noticed, since the retigion of Christ 

Jesus must overspread the world, 

and since its progress will ever be 

effected. principally, by the instru- 
mentality of human exertion— 
| The efforts of the friends of Zion 
| for the advancement of its interests, 
have always furnished the most en- 

, couraging prospects that the day of 

its deliverance and prosperity was 

; approaching. The same principle 

| which can properly incline the 

| friends of divine truth to furnish 
the destitute with the scriptures, 
must convince them of the import- 
ance of all the appointed means of 


and confidence | grace, and produce a constant ¢e- 


| sire that immortal souls, perishing 

in darkness, may be favoured with 
| all those means which are designed 
| to make them wise unto salvation. 

‘The institutions of the gospel never 
| have been, and never will be, en- 
joved in their purity, without tke 
| blessing of the Holy Spirit. 


The last number of the Maga- 
| zine contained an account of the 
| Resolution passed by the British 
Parliament, for the purpose of en- 
couraging the propagation of Chris- 
tianity in, their extensive and popi- 
lous dominions in India. This 1s 
to be considered as a solemn Na- 
tional Act, and, as such, one ol 
the most interesting and important, 
in reference tothe interests of Chris- 
tianitv, that has taken place since 
the /Era of the Keformation.— 
Some of the circumstances respec- 
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ting this event, may very properly; cite, throughout every part of the 


be mentioned. 

The English East-India Compa- 
hy possess an exclusive right to the 

overnment of the vast possessions 
of the British Crown in india, sup- 
posed to contain thirty or forty 
miliions of people. It has been the 
policy of the Company, hitherto, 
to discourage all attempts to Chris- 
tianize those natives, lest by seeing 
the fabric of their superstitiun as 
sailed by a system of moral truth 
which must declare it vanity and 
faisehood, they would become 
strongly inimical toa government 
which acknowledged this religion ; 
would grow restless under the es- 
tablished authority, and, perhaps, 
would run to open insurrection and 
violence. For these reasons, Eng- 
lish Missionaries have found the ut- 
mst difficulty in obtaining a _resi- 
dence in the dominions of the Com- 
pany, and those from America, 
have been poiatedly refused. 

These reasons, however, were 
not sufficient to satisfy the Chris- 
tian part of the nation. An uncer- 
tain apprehension of possible evils, 
was not to counterbalance the worth 
of millions of immortal souls. ‘lhe 
Charter of the East-India Compa- 
ny was soon to expire, by its own 
limitation. It was expected by all, 
that it would be renewed ; and, by 
thefmnends of divine truth, it was 
generally believed that the new 
Charter would contain a provision 
to favor the introduction of Chris- 
tianitv in the dominions of India.— 
As soon, however, as the subject 
became a matter of public atten- 
tion, it wasfound that some were 
opposed to any changes of that na- 
ture, and wished that the former 
system might be pursued. This 
opposition called forth the national 
sentiment, beyond what has been 
effected by any other event, for 
many years. ‘The reader is now 
referred to some of the remarks 
of the Editors of the Christian 
Observer upon this subject. 


“We have not been disappoint- 
ed in our anticipations respecting 


the lively interest which the cause | 


of Christianity in India would ex- 


kingdom, when it became known 
that there was the slightest reason 
to apprehend, that the proposed 
Charter might poi contain provisi- 
ons for granting reasonable tacilities 
to its mtroduction. Meetings have 
been held, net only in London, but 
in most of the great towns of the 
kingdom, which have been very 
numerously and respectably atten- 
ded, and which have, as with one 
voice, resolved to address the le- 
gislature on the subject. It would 
ve altogether impossible for us to 


} detail the proceedings of any one 


of these meetings. ‘Suffice it to say, 
that cn no eccasion has there been 
manifesied a more unequis ocal ex- 
pression of public sentiment, dis- 
uinguished in an eminent degree by 
moderation, and supported by a 
splendor of eloquence worthy of 
the cause. The United Kingdom 
has shewn itself alive to its para- 
mount obligations, and its high des- 
tinies. It has felt, that as 1 is che 
Ruler, so ought it to be the Bene- 
tactor of the East. Contemning 
the unbelieving prejudices, the 
groundiess alarms, and the cob- 
web sophistry, which would retain 
India in darkness and blood, and 
deny to her the dawning of tiat 
Light whose effulgence is destined 
toenlighten and cheer the universe ; 
Great Britain is now convinced, that 
it is not only her indispensable duty, 
but her true policy, (principles of 
conduct which are never in reality 
dissevered from each other,) no 
longer to retard, but to aid the cun- 
quering march of the Prince of 
Peace. 

*¢ But let none mistake our cb- 
jects. We have no wish—no, not 
the most distant, that the governing 
power in India should itself become 
the active propagator of Christian- 
ity. All we want is iis protection 
to such well-accredited persons as 
shall go forth on this sacred errand, 
so long as their orderly and loyal 
demeanor shall entitle them to that 
protection. We wish Protestant 
Christianity to participate in the 





free and liberal toleration which is 
accorded to the religions of Brah- 
| mah, Buddha, and Mahomet. We 
{ 
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Christianity among the Jens. 


wish to see no arms used in this | 


holy war, excepting those which 
were used by the Apostles and 
Evangelists of primitive Christiani- 
ty, when they went forth to convert 
to the faith of the Gospel a world 
immersed jn Jarkness,—* lying in 
wickedness”” We ask for no fa- 
cilities beyond those which were 
granted to the Christian Missiona- 
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gious advantages which are posses- 
sed in the parent Country.” 


The impulse of yume sentiment 
was irresistible. The government 
passed a resolution in conformity 
with the desire of the numerous pe- 
titions, by which the obstacles hith- 
erto existing to the preaching of 


' the gospel in India are removed.* 


ries who first ventured to accost | 
our forefathers amid their Druid | 


oaks, and whose persuasive accents 


laid the first stone of that temple | 
which now filis the land with its | 


glory.” 

For the purpose of accomplishing 
the great ovject in view, Petitions 
were sent to Purliament from all 
parts of the United Kingdom, from 
corjorate bodies and individuals, 
embrcing the principal weight of 
the nation, soliciting the attainment 
of tueir wishes in the mest pressing 
manner. The petitions are said to 
have amounted to nine hundred, 
and to have been signed by near 
half a million of names. The sub- 
substance of most of the petitions 
is contained in a Resolution of the 
Church Missionary Society, which, 
with several other resolutions, was 
presented to Parliament. 


Resolved, ** That this Society, on 
the several grounds which have 
been stated, earnestly hopes that 
at this important era, when a new 
Charter is about to be granted to 
the East India Company, which 
may affect the highest religious in- 
terests of many thousand of their 
countrymen, and of many millions 
of their feilow-subjects, care will 





While all the friends of the gospel 
through the world will rejoice in 
this event, to the friends of Foreign 
Missions in this country, it is pe- 
culiarly gratifying, as it opens new 
encouragement to prosecute their 
benevolent design, with undiminish- 
ed zeal and hope. In this event, 
we behold one of the greatest na- 
tions on earth, deliberatelv acting 


‘for Christ ; erecting his standard 


—— the fortress ot Pagan and 
Mahometan error, inviting the oth- 
er kingdoms of the world to unite 
in the great work of the deliver- 
ance of Zion.. 


A Society has existed in London 
for several years, formed for the 
purpose of promoting Christianity 
umong the Jews. A principal ob- 
ject of their institution is to take 
poor children of Jewish familics, 
and educate them in the principles 
of Christianity. In the course of 
the last year, the Society have 
erected an Episcopal Chapel with 
extensive buildings adjoining, for 
the furtherance of the designs of 
the Institution. ‘The first stone of 
the building was laid with great 
solemnity, by one of the Royal Prin- 


| ces, attended by the government of 


| 


be taken to prevent future obstruc- | 


tious to the introduction of Chris- 
tian light mto our Indian territories, 
and to afford facility to Christian 
Missionaries «and school-masters, 
who may be disposed to go out to 
India with a view to that impertant 
object, as well as to assure them 
protection during their residence in 
that conntry, sso long as they shall 
conduct themseives in an orderly 
and peaceabie manner ; and that 
such other steps may be taken, as 
May secure to our own Countrymen 
in India a larger portion than they 
have hitherto enjoyed of those reli- 


td 


j 
| 
| 
' 
! 





the city, and many of the first char- 
acters of the nation, accompanied 
by prayer, and singing the hun- 
dredth psalm. After the ceremo- 
ny.was concluded, the children be- 
longing to the Institution, sang “Ho- 
sanna to the Son of David,” taken 
from the twenty-first of Matthew. 
“leven hundred pounds were sub- 
scribed on the occasion, for the 
benefit of the Institution, in addition 
to two hundred pounds given by @ 
pious lady. 

The millennial state of the church 
will not arrive till the Jews shail 


I 


* Sce page 23, of this Volume. 
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have acknowledged the Messiah. | 
As we approach that day, the at- | 
tention ot the Christian world will 
be turned more and more to the 
condition of the chiidven of Jacob. 
These will, undoudteciy. be brought 
to the blessings of the Gospel saiva- 
tion, by the same means which have 
ever been effectual in butliig up the 
church of God. Ewery event there- 
fore, which «prears Connected with 
the hovefui deiverance of the long- 
lost seed of Abraham, must glad 
den the heart of those who are 
“waitiug for the consolation of Is- 
raci.” 





Ip our Own country, Many sub- 
f intelligence are found, high- | 
fy) teresung to the frends of Zion. | 
Bile Sociceues are multiplving in 
ai} parts of the United tates, and 


are universe iiv patronized by men 
who are the most distinguished for 
liberality and virtue, and who con- , 
stitute the ornaments of civil socie- 
ty. The establishment and progress 
of Bible Societies, and the dissemi- 
nation of the Scriptures, derive 
much assistance from the missiona- 
ry exertions which are made in 
various parts of our country, and 
which are constantly necessary to 
maintain the needful efforts for the 
propagation of the gospel. ‘The 
animated exertions of the present 
age, for the advancement of the 
Kedeemer’s cause, had its origin in 
the missionary spirit, resting upon 
the sure foundation of the precepts 
and promises of the Bosper ; and if 
the deep impression of this duty 
should be obliterated from — the 
minds of Christians, all uncommon 
efforts for the furtherance of the in- 
terests of the church, may be ex- 
pected to cease. ‘The dissemina- | 
tion of the Scriptures in the new | 
settlements 1s a most important | 
preparative for the success of mis- 
sionary labors.) Those who read 
their bibles, will, ordinarily, love 
the preaching of the gospel, and 
will learn the value of all divine 
institutions. The Reports of the 
Bible Societies uniformly bear wit- 
ness to the great want of the sa- 
cred volume, in all parts of the 
country ; a want which is gcne- 
rally found to be much preat- 








er than had been anticipated pre- 
vious to actual enquiry. It ap- 
pears, further, that the Bible Socie- 
ties are eminently attended with the 
divine blessing The friends of the 
institutions, and the funds which are 
raised, usually, much exceed the 


| expectations of the founders. The 
design seems to be one that emin- 


ently commends itself to the con- 
sciences oi men, that they can hard+ 
iy refuse to come forth to the help 
of the Lord. 

The Vermont ApviseEr of De- 
cember, contains an account of the 
first annual Meeting of the Vermont 
Bible Society, held at Monpelier, 
October 21, 1813,—'T he following is 
a part of the Report of the Board of 
Directors : 


“The Directors have procured 
five hundred bibles, and two hun- 
dred New Testaments, most of 
which have been distributed, prin- 
cipally within the bounds of this 
State. Two hundred Bibles have 
also been received, by the President, 
gehierously presented to this Society 
by the Connecticut Bible Society, 
and ordered to be forwarded to the 
Agents for distribution. 

“From information received by 
those, who have been concerned ia 
distributing Bibles. it appears evi- 
dent to the Directors, that the want 
of this incstimably precious book, 
is much greater than has been ap- 
prehended Some affecting instan- 
ces of a long and entire destitution 
of the word of life, in considerably 
numerous families have come to 
our knowledge. One woman, who 
had eight or nine children, inform- 
ed the person, who presented her 
with a Bible, from the Scciety, that 
it was the first which had ever been 


' owned in the family Another poor 


woman, in a message to one of the 
Directors, begging for a Bible, sta- 
ted that her son was fifteen vears 
oh}, and that she had never had 2 
Bible in her house since her mar- 
riage. Several otherscome, or sent 
to the same person, informing that 
they neither had a Bible, nor the 
means of procuring one—'There 
was one family also, whose house 
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and furniture, was burnt about six 
months before, which had no book, 
nor even a single page of a book of 
any kind. Whaiieit is deeply to be la- 
mented, that many similar cases are 
to be found, in this favored country, 
it is with much pleasure, that the 
Directors observe, that the Bibles, 
which have been distributed, have 
beea very thankfully received, and, 
there is reason to believe, have al- 
ready, in some happy instances, 
been instrumental of great good. 

* On the whole, the Board have 
the happiness to state, that the suc- 
cess of this infant Society, to ae 
and distribute Bibles, has hitherto 
exceeded expectation; that many, 
to whom the word of the Lord is 
precious, have been madeexceeding 
glad, by the gift of this inestimable 
treasure ; and that others, who 
have been indifferent towards it, or 
treated it with contempt, have been 
induced toread it, with serious at- 
tention, and to realize their own 
ooncern in its interesting and sol 
emn truths. Far, therefore, from 
despising the day of smail things, we 
have great reason to take encour- 
agement from these promising be- 
ginnings to persevere in, and in- 
crease, our endeavors to extend 
the knowledge of salvation by grace, 
by the distribution of the bible The 
unparalleled excrtions, and the won 
derful success of similar Societies, 
both in Europe and America, while 
they call aloud for the liveliest ex- 
pressions of gratitude, to Him, by 
whose inspiration the scriptures 
were given, which are able to make 
us Wise unto salvation, throuvh faith 
in Christ Jesus, should also excite, 
inus, a fervent zeal, to co-operate 
with our brethren, in ciffusing the 
knowledge of the truth, and usher- 
ing in the glorious day, when the 
Bible shall be read in every tongue, 
and its saving truths made known 
to every inhabitant of the globe.” 


The * Account of the Missionary 
Jabors directed by the Trustees of 
the ‘Missionary Socicty of Connect- 
icut ;? performed chiefly in the year 
1813,” which is concluded in the 
present Number, will be read with 
much interest. Lits ‘Narrative’ 


Missionary Society of Connecticut. 
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equally evinces the judicious fidelj- 
ty of the Trustees in the dischar 
of their arduous trust, and the labo 
rious dligence of the missionaries 
who have been employed in the ser- 
vice. The * Missionary Society of 
Connecticut’ is one of the oldest in 
the United States. And it may be 
affirmed with safety, that no Socie- 
ty, in proportion to its means, has 
performed an equai quantity of mis- 
sionary jabor ; and, mm no msrance, 
have those labors been more judi- 
Ciously and successfully directe:.— 
Scores of Christian churches which 
are now flourishing in various parts 
of our country, have been planted 
and reared, under the blessing of 
Heaven, by the fostering hand of 
this Secietv. ‘Lhe labors and in- 
fluence of Connecticut missionaries, 
have also had a great effect in ma- 
ny of the infant settlements. in lay- 
ing the foundation of many. pubic 
anc social institutions, from which 
the most distant posterity will de- 
rive a benefit. 

‘Vhe ‘ Narrative’ of the Trustees 
is accompanied with a very mier- 
esting acconnt of the western parts 
of the United states. This account 
is taken for religious purposes, and 
will be found highly gratifying to 
those who feel solicitous for the wel- 
fare of the American Charch. [hus 
will probably appear, at length, in 
two or three succeeding Numbers 
of the Magazine. 

From the ‘ Narrative’ of the 
Trustees, it appears that they are 
desirous of extending the field of 
missionary service, which they hope 
to be able to occupy, in Consequence 
of continual and, pressing calls fem 
the destitute people of the western 
country. It is earnestly hoped that 
the Christian people of this State, on 
whose liberality this Society must 
ever chiefly depend, will not suffer 
the judicious efforts of the ‘Trustees 
to be disconcerted, through a failure 
of the needful pecuniary supplies. 
Such assistance, is at present, their 
principal want. ‘The western 
country is continually presenting 
the most extensive fields for mis- 
sionary service, affording every 
necuded encouragement for gospel 
instruction. The good Providence 
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of God provides faithful men, ready 
to devote themselves to his service 
‘The western country looks particu- 
Jarly to this Society, knowing that 
jts operations are conducted in a 
steady. systematic manner, and that 
they have been signally attended 
with the divine blessing. Were the 
resources of the Society equal to 
the urgent calls upon the Trustees, 
and to the plan which they would 
gladly prosecute, double and treble 
the number of missionaries now 
employed, would be laboring faith- 
fully, and we might hope success- 
fully, in dispersing Bibles and reli- 
gious books, and preaching the gos- 
pel of salvation, to thousands, des- 
titute of che bread of life. ‘Those 
who direct their pious charity to 
the aid of this Institution, will al- 
ways enjoy the pleasing reflection 
that they give to a definite object ; 
that their donation will be managed 
in a judicious manner ; that it may 
be immediately productive of great 
good ; and, that it is given for the 
turtherance of a design which has 
received the signal approbation of 
heaven. God has placed his Ameri- 
can church in an extensive, uncul- 
tivated field, with innumerable calls 
for labor immediately at hand, and 
his great direction is, * Occupy till 
I come,’ 

The * Narrative’ of the Trustees 
sufficiently shows, that their labors 
in the past year, have been accom- 
panied with the gracious influences 
of the Spirit of God. In the midst 
of the severe judgments with which 
a righteous Providence is scourgin 
our Jand, the desolations of war an 
pestilence, which eminently pre- 
vailed in many parts of the mission- 
ary field, the gates of heaven were 
not closed to the prayers of the 
faithful ; God was not unmindful 
of the blessed promises to his gos- 
pel—accompanying its ministrations 
with his holy blessing Many souls 
will rejoice in eternity for this day 
of his mercy. 

In the conclusion of this Summa- 
ry. we add, to the praise of sove- 
reign grace, God is not unmindful 
of our own churches. In several of 


ceemer are now sensibly manifest ; 
sinners are looking at their danger, 
and looking for deliverance ; saints 
are pleading before God, and re- 
joicing in the displays of his mercy. 
There is reason to hope that the 
divine Spirit, whose influences have 
been, in a measure, withdrawn 
from our churches, for two or three 
years past, is about to return in the 
fulness of his mercy.....In Hartford, 
there has been a special work of 
divine grace, for several months 
pate which still continues in its 
appy and powerful effects. There 
is reason to hope that the work may 
still continue, to the everlasting 
od of many. In Fast-Hartford, 
there has been, apparently, a strik- 
ing work of God’s grace, for nearly 
a year. The work hasbeen, at no 
time, very powerful, yet, steady 
and genuine, one and another suc- 
cessively opening their eyes to the 
light of the Sun of Righteousness, 
and submitting to his holy dominion. 
The special influences of grace still 
continue, perhaps, as fully as at 
any time in the past year, and 
there are many with whom the 
Spirit of God continues to strive — 
In Coventry, there is a precious re- 
vival, hopefully, on the increase, 
animating the friends of Zion, to 
labor, thankfulness, and hope. The 
people of God are rejoicing in the 
prospect,—seeking to him for the 
fulness of his biessing. In a num- 
ber of places, particularly, Ashford, 
Simsbury, Litchfield, and Wethers- 
field, there are many encouraging 
appearances of the distinguished 
presence of God, in the blessings of 
is grace. In some places, the di- 
vine Spirit appears to be silently 
calling one and another to a holy 
union with Christ. Jn others, there 
are appearances of a commence- 
ment of a glorious work of divine 
grace. ‘The event is with Jehovah, 
where it may be left with joy. His 
people have every encouragement 
to labor and pray, confiding in the 
faithfulness of his grace. Fie does 
not leave us without a gracious 
remembrance of his love. * Who 
snall not fear thee, © Lord, anc 
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INSTALLATION. 


INSTALLED in Harvard,on Wed- 
nesday, 26th of Jan. the Rev. WAR- 
REN Fay, as Pastor of the Congre- 
gational church and society in that 
place. An appropriate and evan- 
relical sermon by the Rev. Mr. Puf- 
, of Berlin, from John vii. 46— 
«“ Never man spake like this man.” 
The audience was unusually large 
and attentive, and the music grave 
and pleasing. 


ie 


ORDINATIONS. 


ORDAINED in Pawtucket, Mr. 
Hove, as an Evangelist ; 
from Isaiah lii 14. * Be ye clean 
that bear the vessels of the Lord.” 


tn Billerica, on Wednesday,26th 
of January last, Mr. NATHANIEL 
WHITMAN, as junior pastor of the 
church in that place: Sermon by the 


Tnstallation....Ordinations.... Donations. 
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ship of the churches presented by 
the Rev Mr. Stearns, of Bedford ; 
intreductory prayer by the Rey. 
President Kirkland ; consecrating 
prayer by the Rew. Mr. Ripley, of 
Concord ; and conluding praye; 
by the Rev. Mr. Thayer, of Lan- 
caster. The exercises pussessed 
respectable merit, and the inter. 
est afforded from this source was 
much encreased by thecircumstance 
of that dav being the 51st anniver- 
sary of the settlement of their ven. 
erable elder pastor. 


In Cambridgeport, (Mass) on 
Wednesday the 19th of Jan. last, the 


sermon | Rev. THomAs BRATTLE Gavn- 


NETT, as pastor of the Church in 
that place. Sermon by the Rev. 
Dr. Holmes of Cambridge. from 
1 Cor. ix. 22. “* Jo the weak, be- 
came I as weak, that I might gain 
the weak : Tam made all things to 
all nen, that I might by all means 
save some.” All the services were 


Rev Mr.Flint of Bridgewater, from | peculiarly appropriate, and gave 
Col. i. 7. 28.; charge by the Rev. Dr. | great satisfaction toa large and res- 
Cummins, the senior pastor ; fellow- ' pectable audience. 


Donations tothe Missionary Society of Connecticut 


From Rev. Jonathan Lesslie, a Donation, - - - + 91% 


From Rev. Joshua Beer, collected in new settlements, 

From Rev. Jonathan Lesslie, 

From Rev. Simeon Woodruff, 
26: From Rev. James Parker, a Donation, - 


Feb. 1. 


7 06 
6 80 
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do. 
do. 


do. 
do. 


From Rev. Jonathan Cone, a Donation made by Betsey 
Norton of Bristol, now deceased, - 








